Address of President Woodrow Wilson to the U.S. Senate 22 January 1917

... it must be a peace without victory. Itis not pleasant to say this. |beg that | may be permitted to put
my own interpretation upon it and that it may be understood that no other interpretation was in my thought. |
am seeking only to face realities and to face them without soft concealments. Victory would mean peace
forced upon the loser, a victor's terms imposed upon the vanquished. It would be accepted in humiliation,
under duress, at an intolerable sacrifice, and would leave a sting, a resentment, a bitter memory upon which
terms of peace would rest, not permanently, but only as upon quicksand. Only a peace between equals can
last.

1.S. Declaration of War with Germany, 2 April 1917

....With a profound sense of the solemn and even tragical character of the step I am taking
and of the grave responsibilities which it involves, but in unhesitating obedience to what 1
deem my constitutional duty, I advise that the Congress declare the recent course of the
Imperial German Government to be in fact nothing less than war against the government
and people of the United States; that it formally accept the status of belligerent which has
thus been thrust upon it; and that it take immediate steps not only to put the country in a
more thorough state of defence but also to exert all its power and employ all its resources
to bring the Government of the German Empire to terms and end the war....

.Neutrality is no longer feasible or desirable where the peace of the world is involved and
the freedom of its people, and the menace to that peace and freedom lies in the existence
of autocratic governments backed by organized force which is controlled wholly by their
will, not by the will of their people....

_The world must be made safe for democracy. Its peace must be planted upon the tested
foundations of political liberty. We have no selfish ends to serve. We desire no conquest,
no dominion. We seek no indemnities for ourselves, no material compensation for the
sacrifices we shall freely make. We are but one of the champions of the rights of
mankind. We shall be satisfied when those rights have been made as secure as the faith
and the freedom of nations can make them....

8 January, 1918:
President Woodrow Wilson's Fourteen Points

We entered this war because violations of right had occurred which touched us to the quick
and made the life of our own people impossible unless they were corrected and the world secure
once for all against their recurrence. What we demand in this war, therefore, is nothing peculiar to



I. Open covenants of peace....

il. Absolute freedom of navigation upon the seas.....

Il. The removal of all economic barriers and the establishment of an equality of trade......

IV. .....national armaments will be reduced to the lowest point consistent with domestic safety.

V. A free, open-minded, and absolutely impartial adjustment of all colonial claims.... the interests of the
populations concerned must have equal weight with the equitable claims of the government ....

V1. The evacuation of all Russian territory....assistance also of every kind that she may need .

VIl. Belgium...... must be evacuated and restored, without any attempt to limit the sovereignty which she
enjoys in common with all other free nations.

VIII. All French territory should be freed and the invaded portions restored.

1X. A readjustment of the frontiers of Italy should be effected along clearly recognizable lines of
nationality.

X. The peoples of Austria-Hungary, whose place among the nations we wish to see safeguarded and
assured, should be accorded the freest opportunity to autonomous development.

X]. Rumania, Serbia, and Montenegro should be evacuated; occupied territories restored.

XI1. The Turkish portion of the present Ottoman Empire should be assured a secure sovereignty, but the
other nationalities which are now under Turkish rule should be assured an undoubted security of life and an
absolutely unmolested opportunity of autonomous development.

XII. An independent Polish state should be erected .

XIV. A general association of nations must be formed under specific covenants for the purpose of
affording mutual guarantees of political independence and territorial integrity to great and small states alike.

For such arrangements and covenants we are willing to fight and to continue to fight until they
are achieved:; but only because we wish the right to prevail and desire a just and stable peace such
as can be secured only by removing the chief provocations to war, which this program does remove.
We have no jealousy of German greatness, and there is nothing in this program that impairs it. We
grudge her no achievement or distinction of learning or of pacific enterprise such as have made her
record very bright and very enviable. We do not wish to injure her or to block in any way her
legitimate influence or power. We do not wish to fight her either with arms or with hostile
arrangements of trade if she is willing to associate herself with us and the other peace- loving
nations of the world in covenants of justice and law and fair dealing. We wish her only to accept a

place of equality among the peoples of the world, - the new world in which we now live, -- instead of
a place of mastery.



