‘}r\[ wimerous towns, cilies,
bridges, parks, and
monwments have been
named for George
Washington, not to
mention one state and
our nation’s capital. 1is

image can be found

prfn!:'d on the one dollar

bill, engraved on the
quarter and the Purple
Heart, and carved on
Mount Rushmore.

FAREWELL
ADDRESS

(SEPTEMBER 17, 1796)

Grorcr WASHINGTON

Americans loved,
respected, and
admired thetr first
president throughout
his life, even after
his retirement. This
portrait of Washington
in his old age captures
his directness and
dignity.

t the end of two terms, a weary George
Washington decided to retire from the office of
President of the United States. In his Farewell
Address, he appealed for national unity, warning
against sectional loyalty. Alarmed by the bitter rivalry
between the two political parties, Federalists and
Republicans, he cautioned against political strife. In
the second. and most famous, part of his address, he
urged the United States to develop its foreign trade
but make no permanent alliances with other nations.
This advice guided United States foreign policy until

the twentieth century.
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he period for a new election of a citizen to administer

the executive government of the United States being
not far distant, and the time actually arrived when your
thoughts must be employed in designating the person who is to
be clothed with that important trust, it appears to me proper,
especially as it may conduce to a more distinct expression of the
public voice, that I should now apprise you of the resolution I
have formed to decline being considered among the number of
those out of whom a choice is to be made. . . .

The unity of government which constitutes you one people
is also now dear to you. It is justly so, for it is a main pillar in
the edifice of your real independence, the support of your tran-
quility at home, your peace abroad, of your safety, of your
prosperity, of that very liberty which you so highly prize. But as
it is easy to foresee that from different causes and from differ-
ent quarters much pains will be taken, many artifices
employed, to weaken in your minds the conviction of this truth,
as this is the point in your political fortress against which the
batteries of internal and external enemies will be most con-
stantly and actively (though often covertly and insidiously)
directed, it is of infinite moment that you should properly esti-
mate the immense value of your national union to your collec-
tive and individual happiness; that you should cherish a cor-
dial, habitual, and immovable attachment to it; accustoming
yourselves to think and speak of it as of the palladium of your
political safety and prosperity; watching for its preservation
with jealous anxiety; discountenancing whatever may suggest
even a suspicion that it can in any event be abandoned, and
indignantly frowning upon the first dawning of every attempt
to alienate any portion of our country from the rest or to en-
feeble the sacred ties which now link together the various parts.

For this you have every inducement of sympathy and inter-
est. Citizens by birth or choice of a common country, that coun-
try has a right to concentrate your affections. The name of
American, which belongs to you in your national capacity, must
always exalt the just pride of patriotism more than any appella-
tion derived from local discriminations. With slight shades of
difference, you have the same religion, manners, habits, and
political principles. You have in a common cause fought and
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After completing two terms
as president, Washington
wanted to retire. He refused
to be considered for a third
term and returned home

to Virginia to his beloved
plantation, Mount Vernon.
It had been his home for 45
Jyears and Washington took
great pride in the land and
buildings.
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()_;_’ﬁtrfm’ presidential
restidences were ol
provided for the nation’s
carliest leaders. 'H.'f"f.f-r.‘;f
,‘J.f‘t'.\‘."t.’r'u!frtf INSIon was
Ilashington’s home in
New York Citv—No. |
Cherry: Street—ichere he
lived from 1759 1o 1790.

triumphed together. The independence and liberty you possess
are the work of joint councils and joint efforts, of common dan-
gers, sufferings, and successes. . ..

In contemplating the causes which may disturb our union it
oceurs as matter of serious concern that any ground should
have been furnished for characterizing parties by geographical
discriminations—Northern and Southern, Atlantic and
Western—whence designing men may endeavor to excite a
belief that there is a real difference of local interests and views.
One of the expedients of party to acquire influence within par-
ticular districts is to misrepresent the opinions and aims of
other districts. You can not shield yourselves too much against
the jealousies and heartburnings which spring from these mis-
representations; they tend to render alien to each other those
who ought to be bound together by fraternal affection. . . .

To the efficacy and permanency of your union a government
for the whole is indispensable. No alliances, however strict,
between the parts can be an adequate substitute. They must
inevitably experience the infractions and interruptions which all
alliances in all times have experienced. Sensible of this momen-
tous truth, you have improved upon your first essay by the
adoption of a Constitution of government better calculated than
your former for an intimate union and for the efficacious man-
agement of your common concerns. This government, the off-
spring of our own choice, uninfluenced and unawed, adopted
upon full investigation and mature deliberation, completely free
in its principles, in the distribution of its powers, uniting securi-
ty with energy, and containing within itself a provision for its
own amendment, has a just claim to your confidence and your
support. Respect for its authority, compliance with its laws,
acquiescence in its measures, are duties enjoined by the funda-
mental maxims of true liberty. The basis of our political sys-
tems is the right of the people to make and to alter their consti-
tutions of government. But the constitution which at any time
exists till changed by an explicit and authentic act of the whole
people is sacredly obligatory upon all. The very idea of the
power and the right of the people to establish government pre-
supposes the duty of every individual to obey the established

go\‘crnmcm. EEp
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Toward the preservation of your government and the per-
manency of your present happy state, it is requisite not only
that you steadily discountenance irregular oppositions to its .
acknowledged authority, but also that vou resist with care the
spirit of innovation upon its principles, however specious the -

pretexts. One method of assault may be to effect in the forms of . .
~ the Constitution alterations which will impair the energy of the

system, and thus to undermine what can not be directly over-

thrown. In all the changes to which you may be invited remem- -

ber that time and habit are at least as necessary to fix the true’
character of governments as of other human institutions; that’
experience is the surest standard by which to test the real ten-

dency of the existing constitution of a country; that facility in" > "
changes upon the credit of mere hypothesis and opinion expos’és"f"
to perpetual change, from the endless variety of hypothesis and
opinion; and remember especially that for the efficient manage- -
ment of your common interests in a country so extensive as |, - .
ours a government of as much vigor as is consistent with the o A

perfect security of liberty is indispensable. . . .

I'have already intimated to you the danger of parties in the *
state, with particular reference to the founding of them on geoQ N ‘
'graphical discriminations. Let me now take a more comprehehf ' _
sive view, and warn you in the most solemn manner against the

baneful effects of the spirit of party generally. "

This spirit, unfortunately, is inseparable from our nature, R
~ having its root in the strongest passions of the human mind. It o
exists under different shapes in all governments, more or less o

stifled, controlled, or repressed; but in those of the popular

form it is seen in its greatest rankness and is truly their worst

enemy. . . .

It serves always to distract the public councils and en-
feeble the public administration. It agitates the community
with illfounded jealousies and false alarms; kindles the ani-

mosity of one part against another; foments occasionally riot .
and insurrection. It opens the door to foreign influence and :

corruption, which find a facilitated access to the government o
itself through the channels of party passion. Thus the policy . :

and the will of one country are subjected to the policy and
will of another. . . .

George Washington
delivered the Farewell
Address to his cabinet,
and it was published in
the newspapers the next
day.
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The whole country

was saddened by
Washington’s death on
December, 14, 1798.
Cavalry general Henry
Lee delivered the funeral
oration. He said that
Washington was “First in
war, first in peace and
first in the hearts of his

countrymen. . . ."

Of all the dispositions and habits which lead to political
prosperity, religion and morality are indispensable supports. In
vain would that man claim the tribute of patriotism who should
labor to subvert these great pillars of human happiness—these
firmest props of the duties of men and citizens. The mere politi-
cian, equally with the pious man, ought to respect and to cher-
ish them. A volume could not trace all their connections with -
private and public felicity. Let it simply be asked, Where is the
security for property, for reputation, for life, if the sense of reli-
gious obligation desert the oaths which are the instruments of
investigation in courts of justice? And let us with caution
indulge the supposition that morality can be maintained with-
out religion. Whatever may be conceded to the influence of
refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason and
experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can
prevail in exclusion of religious principle.

It is substantially true that virtue or morality is a necessary
spring of popular government. The rule indeed extends with
more or less force to every species of free government. Who that
is a sincere friend to it can look with indifference upon
attempts to shake the foundation of the fabric? Promote, then,
as an object of primary importance, institutions for the general
diffusion of knowledge. In proportion as the structure of a gov-
ernment gives force to public opinion, it is essential that public
opinion should be enlightened.

As a very important source of strength and security, chensh
public credit. One method of preserving it is to use it as spar-
ingly as possible, avoiding occasions of expense by cultivating
peace, but remembering also that timely disbursements to pre-
pare for danger frequently prevent much greater disbursements
to repel it; avoiding likewise the accumulation of debt, not only
by shunning of expense, but by vigorous exertions in time of
peace to discharge the debts which unavoidable wars have
occasioned, not ungenerously throwing upon prosperity the
burden which we ourselves ought to bear. . . .

Against the insidious wiles of foreign influence (I conjure
you to believe me, fellow-citizens) the jealousy of a free people
ought to be constantly awake, since history and experience
prove that foreign influence is one of the most baneful foes of
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republican government. But that jealousy, to be useful. must be
impartial, else it becomes the instrument of the very influence
to be avoided, instead of a defense against it. Excessive partiali-
ty for one foreign nation and excessive dislike of another cause
those whom that actuate to sce danger only on one side, and

- serve to veil and even second the arts of influence on the other.
Rea] patriots who may resist the intrigues of the faverite are
liable to become suspected and odious, while its tools and
“dupes usurp the applause and confidence of the people to sur- -
- render their interests. e

The great rule of conduct for us in regard to foreign nations'
is. in extending our commercial relations to have with them as
little political connection as possible. So far as we have already
formed engagements let them be fulfilled with perfect good
faith. Here let us stop.

Europe has a set of primary interests which to us have none
or a very remote relation. Hence she must be engaged in fre-
quent controversies, the causes of which are essentially foreign -
to our concerns. Hence, therefore, it must be unwise in us to
implicate ourselves to artificial ties in the ordinary vicissitudes
~ of her politics or the ordinary combinations and collisions of
her friendships or enmities.

~ Our detached and distant situation invites and enables us to
| pursue a different course. If we remain one people, under an
efficient government, the period is not far off when we may
 defy material injury from external annoyance; when we may
take such an attitude as will cause the neutrality we may at any
. time resolve upon to be scrupulously respected; when belhrru'— '
':ent nations, under the impossibility of making acquisitions
‘upon us, will not lightly hazard the giving us pr ovocation; when
we may choose peace or war, as our interest, guided hv ]ustlcc
shall counsel. : - : \
Why forego the advantages of so peculiar a situation? Why"-’“
quit our own to stand upon foreign ground? Why, by inter- i
weaving our destiny with that of any part of Europe, entangle
~our peace and prosperlt} in the toils of European ambmon.
mralslnp interest, humor, or caprice?. .
~Though in reviewing the incidents of my admumuanon I
:. am unconscious of ml.entlonul error, I am nevertheless too sen-
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The president was
exhausted by attacks

of the Republican-
Democrats, who were
led by Thomas Jefferson.
Angry at Washington’s
support of the
Federalists, the
Republican-Democrats,
or Republicans, no
longer referred to him
as the “father of the
country.” Rather, they
called him the “stepfather
of his country.”
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/] ashington’s warning

against “entangling sible of my defects not to think it probable that I may have

alliances™ with other committed many errors. Whatever they may be. I fervently
nations became known as beseech the Almighty to avert or mitigate the evils to which
the “Great Rule.” The they may tend. I shall also carry with me the hope that my
“Great Rule™ guided country will never cease 10 view them with indulgence, and
American foreign policy that, alter forty-five years of my life dedicated to its service
until 1917, when the with an upright zeal, the faults of incompetent abilities will be

United States declared consigned to oblivion, as myself must soon be to the mansions
war against Germany. In 5

e [Worlel War 1 b
culerme 1horic ar i, . 3 . i Z 3 ;

e . Relying on its kindness in this as in other things, and actu-
Linerica allied herself ’ ‘ : i
, ated by that fervent love toward it which is so natural to a man
with three great # o ) i : _ .
who views in it the native soil of himself and his progenitors for

Luropean powers— ) . ) . .
Bifiaby: Erance aid several generations, | anticipate with pleasing expectation that

Russia. retreat in which I promise myself to realize without alloy the
sweet enjoyment of partaking in the midst of my fellow citizens
the benign influence of good laws under a free government—
the ever-favorite object of my heart, and the happy reward, as I

trust, of our mutual cares. labors, and dangers.

The nation’s first president, George llashington,
officers al the end of his presidency.
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AUTHOR

George Washington (1732-1799) had reluctandy agreed 1o a second
term as the nation’s first president. By its end. he was longing 1o

return to private life. So he firmly rejected the offer of a third term.
James Madison wrote a first dralt of this farewell address. Seeretary
of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton then helped the president revise

the document.

RESPONSE

Washington hoped his address would reduce political fighting, but
the two parties ignored his warnings. By the end of the 1796 presi-
dential campaign, political passions had flared as hot as ever. Many
Republicans and Federalists were not even speaking to each other.
John Adams succeeded Washington as president.
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JR i S

Ceorge Il ashington’s wife,
Martha, was not entirely
comfortable in the role of

Jirst ladv. Though she

entertained often and was
a hospitable hostess. she
longed to return to Mount

lernon, away from Hu'pnb."f'r

life. Ihile lNashington was
president. Martha wrote to a
niece, confiding in her that
she would “muwch rather be
at lome.”
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