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Datagraphic by Nigel Holmes

Income taxes have been a permanent fixture of Ameri-
can life for less than a century. Surcharges on imported
and domestic goods, along with sales of public lands, pro-
vided most federal government funding until 1913, when
the 16th Amendment to the Constitution gave Congress

Uncle Sam's Cut

authority to tax personal and corporate income. Since
World War I1, individual income taxes have supplied 40
to 50 percent of federal revenue. In 2009, the Internal
Revenue Service received more than 144 million person-
al returns and collected more than $900 billion in taxes.
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