e S e SR

e —

[T Sy

[ IRREGULARS ]

Behind the Horsepower of Civil War Armies

by Eric Ethier
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strength of wagons, the brawn of mules,
horses and oxen, and the skill of unheralded
wagon masters and teamsters to drive them.

Wagon masters and teamsters generally
worked under the thumb of a quarter-
master, whose duties included making sure
food and supplies reached the men on the
front lines when they needed it. Quarter-
masters had little patience with incompe-
tence or mistakes, and these hard-pressed
supply czars often vented their frustration
on their underlings driving the teams, who
in turn cracked their whips, alternately
cased and yanked the leather reins, and
made “the air blue with profanity addressed

This 1864 photograph shows six “contrabands”—Southern slaves who attached
{hemselves to the invading Union armies in an effort lo gain thelr freedom—at
Bermuda Hundred, Va., who were employed as teamsters for the Army of the James.

to their mules, individually or collectively,
so that the anxiety to get through was felt
by all the moving forces in the train,” as one
observer put it.

Among the teamster and wagon man’s

many enemies were shoddy, stump-filled '

roads, sucking mud that threatened to swal-
low up teams and wagons whole, and lame
or otherwisc injured animals. Drivers often
found themselves down in the dirt, digging
out their wagons or helping mechanics with
repairs. They were also responsible for the
care of their hard-working teams and con-
stantly fed their animals from the sacks of
forage they lugged in cach 2,500- to 2,800-
pound wagonload.

By.1862, driving teams was one of many

jobs that had opened for
free blacks in Union out-
fits; Union officers, in
fact, often preferred
African-American drivers to whites. By
1864, troop-starved Confederate armies
were also replacing white teamsters with
impressed slaves—supervised by white
wagon masters.

The importance of all these workers was
reflected in their salaries: skilled wagon
masters earned upward of $75 a month; as-
sistant wagon masters might also earn $45-
$50; white teamsters earned $25-%30 a
month, while blacks were paid $10-$20.
Wagon masters occasionally earned extra
money (as much as $10-$25 per load)
transporting the considerable wares of sut-
lers—a risky proposition that could result
in forfeiture of pay or immediate discharge
for everyone involved in their conveyance.
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Jeffry D. Wert, who penned this month’s cover feature, has been writing articles for Civil War
Times for three decades, and also contributes the “Turning Points” column. He is the author
of several acclaimed Civil War books and the only two-time winner of the prestigious Laney
Prize for The Sword of Lincoln: The Army of the Potomac in 2006 and Brotherhood of Valor
in 1999. He is currently working on a new book about J.E.B. Stuart.

John Lockwood is a special contributor on Civil War topics to the Washington Times and
has also written articles for numerous other publications, including the Washington Post.
John has served as a National Park Service Ranger in Washington, D.C., for over 20 years.

Joseph Pierro is a historian and freelance writer based in Richmond, Va. He is the editor
of the upcoming The Maryland Campaign of September 1862: Ezra A. Carman'’s Defini-
tive Study of the Union and Confederate Armies at Antietam, due for release this July from
Routledge. .

Chuck Leddy is a freelance writer based in Quincy, Mass. He has written articles on the
Civil War and other topics in American history for several major newspapers, including
the San Francisco Chronicle, Boston Globe and Philadelphia Enquirer.

Thomas P. Lowry is an author based in Woodbridge, Va. As a retired psychiatrist, he brings
a unique perspective to the mind-set of Civil War soldiers and civilians. He has written
several Civil War books, including Confederate Heroines: 120 Southern Women Convicted
by Union Miliary Justice, Don’t Shoot That Boy: Lincoln and Military Justice, The Story
the Soldiers Wouldn't Tell: Sex in the Civil War, and his latest effort, Sextal Behavior in
the Civil War, A Compendium.

agree with ]ouph Hooke
lle lies el@c vhclc. or d(

 that faule.
‘ou teel the!

Please log on to the Civil War Tines forum at www.historynet.com/forums to discuss this
and other Civil War topics, Email your answer to civilwartimes@historynet.com or send
a response to our mailing address. Civil War Times welcomes letters and comments ad-
dressed 1o “Lerters, Civil War Times,” Weider History Group, 741 Miller Dr. SE, Suite D-
2, Leesburg, VA 20175 or sent by e-mail to the address above. Please note that we are
unable to answer letters or questions personally due to the high volume of submissions.
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The National Museum
of Civil War Medicine
Explore life-like exhibits that tell the story of
care and healing, courage and devotion amidst
the death and destruction of war. Discover
genuine medical Civil War artifacts that paved
the way for major advances in medicine.

48 East Patrick Street, in Downtown Frederick, Maryland
Open Monday-Saturday 10 am-5 pm, Sunday 11 am~5 pm ¢ Closed Major Holidays

Pry House

Field Hospital Museum

A complimentary site to the NMCWM, this
museum focuses on field medicine as it was
practiced at the Battle of Antictam. Exhibits
include an operating theater and objects
relating to the care of the wounded.

18096 Shepherdstown Pike, between Sharpsburg & Keedysville, Maryland
Open daily 11 am-5:30 pm June-October + Weekends only in May & November

For information 301-695-1864 or civilwarmed.org
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Some soldiers considered driving .

escape from the front lines, bura mule team

or a mule train under fire was a diverting
spectacle to everyone but the mule drivers.
Teamsters transported all sorts of valuable
goods and were under constant danger of
capture or worse—even when they had
large escorts of armed troops. And the pon-
derous size of wagon trains (especially
Union trains) often made them inviting tar-

Some
soldiers
considered
driving an
escape /‘rom the
front lines, but
a miule team or
a mule train
under fire was
a diverting
spectacle to
everyone but
the mule

= drivers

gets and easy to find.

During the fall of 1862, for example,
Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burnside's huge Army
of the Potomac moved toward Fredericks-
burg with at least 4,000 wagons stuffed
with everything necessary to sustain
100,000 men in enemy territory. Even
Robert E. Lee’s leaner Army of Northern
Virginia presented attractive targets as it
snaked north some 100 miles through back-
country roads in 1863.

Smaller, lightly guarded trains rushing
from supply depots to field units were espe-
cially vulnerable, and the unofficial non-
combatant status of drivers meant nothing
to supply-hungry cnemy cavalry. In early
August 1864, Confederate Lt. Col. John
Singleton Mosby and 300 of his partisan
Rangers pounced on a Union train rumbling
into the Shenandoah Valley.

“The whole wagon train was thrown
into a panic,” Ranger John W. Munson
later testified. “Teamsters wheeled their
horses and mules into the road and, plying
their black-snake whips, sent the animals

For more infonmation log on to: wwiwv.spotsylvania.org tourism.asp
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galloping madly down the pike, crashing



into other teams which, in turn, ran away.
Infantry stampeded in every direction. Cav-
alry, uncertain from which point the artack
came, bolted backward and forward with-
out any definite plan. Wounded animals all
along the train were neighing and braying,
adding to the confusion.” The stunned Fed-
eral guard scattered as Mosby’s men gath-
ered up 150 supply-filled wagons and a herd
of cattle,

On another occasion, William Clarke
Quantrill's Confederate raiders killed six
Yankee soldiers and a half-dozen teamsters
(allegedly “from pure maliciousness and
after they had surrendered”) after attacking
a small Federal train in Kansas and finding
its wagons empty. And in October 1863,
Yankee Lieutenant Richard N. Batchelder
was forced to quickly issue guns to his team-
sters in order to fight off a Confederate raid
on his train while it was en route near Fair-
fax Station, Va.

The work required of wagon masters and
e : teamsters was stressful, backbreaking and
1 ' ' T often dangerous. At least one infantryman
! Wagons, the teams that hauled them and the teamsters who drove them were the most important link  admirted that all the drivers labored in “one
] in the supply chain. Civil War armies, particularly those operating in enemy territory, had to carry of the most wearing departments of the
most of what they needed with them, and were impotent without efficient supply transporiation. service.” IEdl
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