takes it, and keeps it on his stomach the best he
can. Blessed are the meek.

Sometimes, in the beginning of an insane and
shabby political upheaval, he is strongly moved to
revolt, but he doesn’t do it—he knows better. He
knows that his maker would find it our—rthe maker
of his Patriotism, the windy and incoherent six-dol-
tar sub-editor of his village newspaper—and would
bray out in print and call him a Traitor. And how
dreadful that would be. Tt makes him tuck his il
between his legs and shiver. We all know—the
reader knows it quite well—that two or three years
ago nine-tenths of the human tails in England and
America performed just that act. Which is to say,
nine-tenths of the Patriots in England and America
rurned Traitor to keep from being called Traitor.
Isn't it erue? You know it to be true. Isn't it curious!?

Yer it was not a thing to be very seriously
ashamed of. A man can seldom—very, very sel-
Jom—Tiight a winning fight against his training; the
adds are too heavy. For many a vear—perhaps
alwavs—the training of the two nations had been
dead against independence in political thought, per-
sistently inhospitable toward Patriorism manutac-
rured on a man's own premises, Patriotism reasoned
out in the man’s own head and fire-ussaved and test-
ed and proved in his own conscience. The resulting
Patriotism was a shop-worn product procured at sec-
ord hand. The Patriot did not know just how or
when or where he got his opinions, neither did he
care, so long as he was with what seemed the major-
ity—which was the main thing, the safe thing, the
comiortable thing. Does the reader believe he
knows three men who have actual reasons for their
pattern of Patriotism—and can furnish them!? Let
him not examine, unless he wants to be disappoint-
ed. He will be likely to find that his men got cheir
Patriotism at the public trough, and had no hand in
their preparation themselves.

Training does wonderful things. [t moved the
pecple of this country to oppose the Mexican war;
then moved them to fall in with what they sup-
posed was the opinion of the majoricy—majority-
Patriotism is the customary Patriotism—and go
down there and fight. Before the Civil War it made
the North indifferent to slavery and friendly to the
slave interes; in thac interest it made Massachusetts
hostile to the American flag, and she would not
allow it 1o be hoisted on her State House—in her
eyes it was the flag of a faction. Then by and by,
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training swung Massachusetts the other way, and
she went raging South to fight under chat very flag
and against their foretime protected-interest of hers.

Training made us nobly anxious to free Cuba;
training made us give her a noble promise; training
has enabled us to take it back. Long training made
us revolt at the idea of wantonly taking any weak
nation's country and liberties away from it, a short
training has made us glad to do it, and proud of hav-
ing donc it. Training made us loathe Weyler’s crucl
concentration camgs, training has persuaded us to
prefer them to any other Jevice for winning the love
of our “wards.”

There is nothing that training cannot do.
Nothing is above its reach or below it. It can tum
bad morals to good, good morals to bad: it can
destroy prinicples, it can re-create them; it can
debase angels to men and lift men to angelships.
And it can do any one of these miracles in a year—
even in six months.

Then men can be trained to manufacture their
own Patriotism. They can be trained to labor it out
in their own heads and hearts, and in the privacy
and independence of their own premises. It can
rrain them to stop aking it by command, as the
Auystrian takes his religion.

N

22 “If you strike that dog
again, I'll kill you”

JACK LONDON

Gold was discovered in Alaska at the tum of the century, trig-
gering one of the last great gold rushes in United States histo-
ry. Alaska’s population doubled to nearly 70,000. Between
$17 million and $49 million of gold boullion was excavated
annually from Alaska until 1918, often by lone miners who
struck it rich. The risks and dangers of Alaska, however, were
great, The weather was harsh and the landscape bleak.
Mining proved difficult and laying railroads was even more sO.
By 1911 only one major railway had heen built.

in 1903 Jack London—who had gone to Alaska to ming
for gold—published Call of the Wild, his first best-selling
novel. The stary, told from the view of the dog “Buck,” showed
the hardships miners encountered in their quest for instant far-
wnes. The following excerpt reflects how ill-prepared some of
the fortune-seekers were to face the Alaskan frantier. London’s
gritty, man-against-nature style was very popular and became
part of a new genre of American literature.

Three days passed, by which time Buck and his mates
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the value of the property i which the capiral is to
be invested. Corporations engaged in interstate
commerce should be reguled if they are found to
exercise a license working to the public injury. It
should bhe as much the aim of those who seel: for
social betterment to rid the business world of
crimes of cunning as 1o 1id the entire body politic
of crimes of vialence. Great corporations exist only
hecause they are created and safeguarded by our
institutions: and it is therefore our right and our
duty to see that they work in harmony with these
IMSTIULIUNS.

The first essential in determining how to deal
witls the grear industrial combinations is knowledge
of the facts—publicity. In the interest of the public,
the government should have the right to inspect
and examine the workings of the great corporations
engaged in interstate business. Publicity is the only
sure remedy which we can now invoke. What fur-
ther remedies are needed in the way of governmen-
tal regulation, or taxation, can only be determined
after publiciry has been obtained, by process of law.
and in the course of administration. The first requi-
site is knowledge, full and complete—hnowledge
which may be made public to the world....

The large corporations, commonly called trusts,
though organized in one Stare, always do business in
many States, often doing very little business in the
State where they are incorporated. There is utter
lack of uniformity in the State laws about them; and
as no State has any exclusive interest in or power
over their acts. it has in practice proved impossible
to get adequate regulation through State action.
Therefore, in the interest of the whole people, the
nartion should, without interfering with the power of
the States in the matter itself, also assume power of
supervision and regulation over all corporations
doing an interstate business. This is especially true
where the corparation derives a portion of its
wealth from the existence of some monopolistic ele-
ment or tendency in its business. There would be no
hardship in such supervision; banks are subject to it,
and in their case it is now accepted as a simple mat-
ter of course. Indeed, it is now probable that super-
vision of corporations by the National Government
need not go so far as is now the case with the super-
vision exercised over them by so conservative a
State as Massachusetts, in order to produce excel-
lent results.

When the Constitution was adopted, at the end
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of the eighteenth century, no human wisdom could
foretell the sweeping changes, alike in mdustrial and
pobiieal conditions, which were to take place by the
beginninge of the twentieth century. At that tme ot
was aiceepted as o marter of course that the several
States were the proper authorities to regulace, so far
as was then necessany, the comparatively insignincam
and strictly localized comporate hudies of the day. The
conditions are now wholly difierent and wholly dif-
terent action 15 called for. 1 believe that o law can be
framed whicl will enable the National Government
o exercise convol along the hnes above indicated;
profiting by the experience gamned through the pas-
sage and administration of the Interstate Commerce
Act I, however, the judement of the Congress is
that it lacks the constitutional power to pass such an
act, then a constitutional amendment should be sub-
mitted o confer the power.

22 “As Regards Patriotism”

MARK TWAIN

The United States victory in the Spanish-American War and
Roosevel's “big stick” expansionary policy marked the high
point in American imperial ambitions. But not everyone in the
United Sates favored expansion. Observing that America had
once been a colony itself, many questioned the need, merality
and wistiom of the United States hecoming & colonial power,
particularly in the Philippines. Satirist Mark Twain opposed the
country’s imperial ambitions and in 1901 wrote & satirical
essay “As Regards Patrigtism” questioning American motives.

It is agreed, in this country, that if a man can
arrange his religion so that it perfectly satisfies his
conscience, it is not incumbent upon him to care
whether the arrangement is satisfactory to anyone
else or not.

In Austria and some other counries this is not
the case. There the State arranges a man’s religion
for him, he has no voice in it himself.

Patriotism is merely a religion—Ilove of coun-
try, worship of country, devotion to the country'’s
flag and honor and welfare.

In absolute monarchies it is furnished from the
Throne, cut and dried, to the subject; in England
and America it is furnished, cut and dried, to the
citizen by the politician and the newspaper.

The newspaper-and-politician-manufactured
Patrior often gags in private over his dose; but he



