The exuberant

TheJazz Age Clossary

20s were extraordinanily fertile years Jor language in America;

duzens of new words and expressions sprang inlv existence. Much of the new verbiage was scornful uf

established ways; no less than half a dozen of the term

5 are roughly synonymous words

meanny “nonsense,” A partial List of terms that were coined or ropularized 'n the decade appears below.

ALL WET—wrong; arguing a mistaken notion
or beljef.

APPLESAUCE—a term of derogation; nonsense;
same as baloney, bunk, banana oil, hokum and
horsefeathers.

BALONEY—nonsense; same as applesauce, ete.
BANANA OlL—nonsense; same as above.

BEE'S KNEES—a superb person or thing.
BELLY LAUGH—a loud, uninhibited laugh.

BERRIBS—anthing wonderful; similar to bee's
knees.

BIBLE BELT—an area in the South or south
Midwest where Fundamentalist religion pre-
vails (coined by H, L. Mencken).

BLIND DATE—a date with an unknown person

of the opposite sex, usually arranged by a my-
tual friend,

Dumb Dora

BIG CHEESE—an important person,

BRONX CHEER—a loud derisive noise from an
audience (coined by the humorist Bugs Baer,
who credited Bronx rooters at athletic events
with inventing this mode of expression).

BULL SESSION—an informal group discussion,
BUMP OFF—to murder.
BUNK-—nonsense; same as applesauce, ete. (a

shortened form of bunkum, which is also spelled
buncombe, from the name of a North Carolina

county whose relpresentative in Congress in
1820 explained the irrelevance of a speech he
was making by saying that he was “talking to
Buncombe"),

Drugsiore Cowboy

CAKE-EATER~a ladies’ man,

CARRY A TORCH—to suffer from unrequited
love.

CAT'S MEOW—anything wonderful: similar to
bee’s knees, berries.

CHEATERS—eyeglasses.
COPACETIC—excellent.

CRUSH—an infatuation with a person of the op-
posite sex.

DARB—an excellent person or thing.

DOGS—human feet.

~.

DRUGSTORE COWBOY—a fushionubly dressed
idler who hangs around public places trying to
pick up girls.

DUMB DORA—a stupid girl.

FALL GUY—a scapegoat.

FLAPPER—a typical young gir) of the '20s, usu-
ally with bobbed hair, short skirts and rolled
stockings.

FLAT TIRE—a dul), boring person.

FRAME—to cause a person's arrest by giving
false evidence.

GAM—a girl's leg (from French diaject gambe),

Big Cheese

GATECRASHER—a person who attends a party
without an invitation, ora show without paying
admission.

GIGGLE WATER—an alcoholic drink.

GIN MILL—a speak-easy.

GOLD DIGGER~a woman who ‘uses feminine
charm to extract money from a man.

GOOFY—silly,
GYP—to cheat (from qUpsY) .
HARD-BOILED—tough; wit hout sentiment.
HEEBIE-JEEBIES—the jiLtess,

HEP.—wise.
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