GUATEMALA INDIAN TESTIMO\IY
TO A GENOCIDAL WAR
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- mala’s former leaders in. Spamsh court for human r@;‘hts‘
abuses including murder and torture The charges stem from
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On December 2, 1999, the 1992 Nobel Peace
Prize winner Rigoberra Menchd Tum filed 2
lawsuit in Spain’s Supreme Court against eight
Guatemalans—three former presidents, three mil-  *
iary officers, and two civilians—for their role in
the repression launched by the state against Guate-
malan citizens, primarily Mayan Indians, in that
country’s thirty-six-year civil war. Although the
civil war thac triggered the lawsuit has its contem-
porary roots in the Cold War, its beginning can be
traced to the original conflicr that emerged as a re-
sult of the Spanish conquest of the Americas five
centuries ago. Spanish colonialism created an in-
cquitnble society divided along racial and ethnic
lines in Guatemala. After the nation's indepen-
dence from Spain, colonial political, social, and

cconomic patterns survived into the modern na-
tional period.
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Colonial and Independence Period

The conquest of Guatemala by the Spanish
created an initial division between the colonizers
(the Spanish) and the colonized (the Indians) dur-
ing the early contact period. Through three cen-
turies of colonial rule the process of biologi(.'\l and
cultural mestizaje (miscegenacion, or the mixing of
different races) produced three distinct social and
ethnic groups that would dominate the nation’s po-
litical and economic life: crioflos (Creoles, or whites
born in the New World), ladinor (term used in
Guatemnala for a pesson of biologic.llh mixed
European and Incian blood or a eultarally Hispani-
cized Indian; in other Sonnm 3pe axing nations the
term messizi s wsed) and I :
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Rise of the Coffee Oligarchy

During the first fifty vears of independence,
provincial rivalries, internal struggles bezween lib-
zrals and conservatives, civil wars, boom/bust =co-
nomic cycles, and foreign invasior and involvement
rocked the narion and contributed to chronic in-
sabiiity. Until che 1850s, Guatemala’s primary ex-
pors was cochineal, a natural red dve. During the
1850s, coffee came 10 dominate as the primary ex-
port product in high demand on the wozld market.
Tais demund contributed not only to the slow en-
croachment of ¢rsflos and ladinos on Indian lands
for the creation and expansion of coffee plantations
bur aiso o the struggle for control of Indian labor.
[ndians were forcibly introduced to the rising mar-
ket cconomy as their land was wken from them.
After 1870, with the rise of the liberal coffee oli-
garchy {rulers), thz loss of the [ndians’ land accel-
eratzd. Legislution was pasacd that facilitated the
acguisi non of land by the coffee oligaschy, provided
labor through oohgntory labor systems such as debe

pronage (2 system whereby debrt is used w0 kes
workars bound to the iand) and the mandamientos
(a forced labor drait that required Indians to work
for planters), and creazed an infrastructure cthat
benefited the export economy and not internal de-
velopmant. This assault on Indian lands con-
tributed to periodic rebellions in the countryside as
the Indians sought to defend their lands and way
of life. Although the plantation owners had private
armies, a professionul militury-——composed largely
of ladinos in its officer ranks— mcru.d durt ing this
period w0 znsure the conrinued Jumm.x.um of the
criolios in the countrvnide. The xpu:
por: =zfonomy conznbuted o urhumzaton and
q

sion of the ex-
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CHRONOLOGTY

1821 Guatemala wins independence irom 3zarisn colona!
rule. ‘

1850" Coiize begins to dominate the Guatemalan 2conoT
-and a coffee oligarchy begins o dictate pelicy in
Cuatamala.

1598 Spain loses the Spanish-American War, incraasing U.S
influencas in Central Amearica.

1900s U.5.-based United fruit Company begins to domina*z
Guatemala’s economy with banana exports.

o j1944—54 The Guatemalan democratic revolution introduze

_reform. measures to Guatemala, including some msa-
" sures that the U S. labels "CommunnS' " )

- 1954 A'U.S.-backed and CIA- facmtated coup d’état toppies
: the government Ieadlng to military rule:

;,1960-96 A series of rebellions are suppressed by the mili-
. tary (and paramilitary groups) rOSultmg in thousands of
deahs. - : PR ‘

1968 Zacapa campaign occurrs, whare an estimatsd ten
thousand civilians are massacrec by the miiitary.

5.”1996 Peace accords are signed.

1999 Rigoberta Menchi files a lawsuit in Spanish court to
- hold Guatemala’s leaders resoonsnble for. their allegec
cnmes aga:ns; the Ma/an Indlans :

political inequality increased during this period, as
the Indians—the majoricy of the popul.xtzon—wcr—
marginalized from national life.

The Rise of the United Fruit Company and
U.S. Influence

In the period from 1870 10 1920 economic de-
velopment based on the use of the repressive ap-
paratus of the state reached its zenith under the
administration of Manuel Estrada Cubr:rn, who
ruled the country from 1898 o 1920, A: the be-
ginning of the tnwenticth cencury, the U. S -based
United Fruit Company (UFCO) sntered the coun-
rv's seonomic life and it wouid come o uu:mnu:s
nare -
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the nation's political and economic life. U.S. in-
fluence grew when it became the primary market
for banana exports, which gave the United States’
_political and economic interests considerable lever-
age within Guatemala. U.S. supremacy in the Cen-
tral American region increased overall as a result
of Spain's defeat in the 1898 Spanish-American-
War. The United States developed its political and
economic power in the country through invest-
ments, loans, and the U.S. embassy.

In 1920 with the overthrow of Cabrera,
democracy interrupted Guatemala's authoritarian
and repressive history. The dependence on two pri-
mary exports—coffee and bananas—made Guate-
mala vulnerable to the world market with its
boom/bust cycles. From 1913 to 1938 these two
products grew to represent seventy percent of
Central America’s exports and the trend contiaued
until the 1960s. Guatemala’s economy, however,
could not withstand the drastic decline in demand
for these products as a result of the Great Depres-
sion of 1929. The resulting econornic crisis affected
the internal social, political, and economic life of
the nation as unemployment, bankruptcies, decline
in wages, and other adverse economic conse-
quences of the depression wracked Guatemala’s
fragile social and economic fabric. Strikes and la-
bor mobilizations increased, with much of this ac-
tivity directed against UFCO since the banana

plantation workers were one of the most organized .-

and radical sectors of the labor movement. A small
Communist party participated in these actions.
~ This instability and threat to national and foreign
economic interests contributed to the rise of an-
other dictatorial regime, that of General Jorge
Ubico, 3 member of the coffec oligarchy. From
1931 to 1944 he ruled the nation with an iron grip
as he went against those that he considered the en-
emies of the nation, especially those he considered
Communists. He branded anyone who diverged
from his particular ideological stance as “Commu-
nist,” fearing that radical (Communist) elements
would destabilize the country. His political power
rested on three pillars: the military, the landown-
ers, and foreign companies. Ubico found favor with
the United States as he cooperated with it and its
strategic, political, and economic interests.

The coming of World War II cut off European
markets from Guatemala’s primary exports. This
situation contributed to a closer political and eco-
nomic relationship with the United Staces since the
U.S. market became the exclusive marks: for
Guatemala's coffee exports. Other coffez produc-
ing nations also depended on the U.S. marker,
which could not absorb all of the surplus. Guare-

The Guatemalan National Democratic

mala suffered continuing economic crises as yn.

employment increased and the state reduced socig]
spending. Opposition to Ubico's regime emerged
among the small middle class located in the cities.
As a result of Ubico's economic development poli-
cies (that had created a modernized infrastructure
for the export economy) a nationalistic middle clasg
developed that challenged his administration.
(Nationalism is a desire for national unity and in-
dependence, including meaningful control over -
your country and its resources.) This middle clags
emerged from the /adinos and was comprised of
stqdents, teachers, professionals, junior army offi-
cers, small shopkeepers, and others not allied with
the politically and economically powerful upper
class. The middle class sought to transform the po-
lincal, social, and economic institutions that had
characterized the nation since independence and:
establish 2 modern liberal capitalist system. In-
fluenced by the Allied war against fascism—when
the Allies, led by the United States, England,
France, and the Soviet Union fought fascist Ger-
many, Italy, and Japan—university students and
military officers were the two primary groups that
sought an alternative to Ubico’s dictatorship and
the creation of a democracy in Guatemala.

Rewvolution (1944—54)

Student demonstrations contributed to the
overthrow of Ubico as other middle class sectors
joined them in their struggle. The military refused
to obey Ubico, ushering in the Guatemalan demo-
cratic revolution of 1944, which lasted until 1954,
This move by the military would have lasting im-
plications, since this was the first time that it acted
as an ocganized group during a political crisis.
During the next decades, the military would play
an importaat role as a political and economic in-
stitution as it increasingly influenced national
events. After Ubico’s ouster, political parties were
organized that participated in the first truly free
elections, held in December 1944. Juan José
Arévalo, a university professor and candidate of the
National Renovation Party (Renovacién Nacional,
or RN), won the clection. During his presidential
administration {1945-51) the government quickly
moved to transform the nation and put it on the
road of capitalist modernigy. ‘

The reforms Arévalo’s government enacted af-
fected all sectors of Guatemalan society, especially
those previously neglected groups, such as the
workers, peasants, and Indians. Labor, 2 supporter
of the revolution, benefited from the governmen:
as it abolished the onerous obiigarory lador svi-
tems. The 1947 Labor Code orovid=c other ben-
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RIGOBERTA MENCHU TaM

1959- Rigoberta Menchd, recipient of the 1992 Nobel
Peaca Prize, was born into an impoverished Quiche
indian family in 1959. Her family, like most of the in-
digenous population of Guatemala, worked in virtual en-
slavernent on plantations. Because citizenship was re-
stricted to people of Spanish decent, indigenous
Guatemalans had no protection under the law.

As 2 child,: Rigdberta watched her brother die of

’pesticide poiscning, and other native people die of mal-
nutrition, disease, and agricultural accidents. Her father,
Vincente, became an activist for indigenous people’s

" rights, and founded the United Peasant Committee. He ™’

and dozens of other people died in a fnre at the Spamsh
embassy durmg a protest. :

. After her,brother and mother were kidna'pped, tor-
-~ tured and killed by the Guatemalan military, :
" wanted by the government at age twenty-one, fled to:

Menchd,

.Mexico. There, she dictated her autobiography {,

Rigoberta Menchd, which brought international atten- -

tion.to the conflict between the military government of
Guatemala and the native population. (Some of the spe-

" RIGOBERTA MANCHU. MP/;V}I: Worla’ Pﬁa.a: Reproduces
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efits, such as guaranteeing decent working condi-
tions, equitable wages, social security benefits, and
the right to unionize. Utilizing their newfound
freedom, urban and rural workers organized to bet-
ter their daily lives. UFCO became a target of la-
bor struggles as it represented what the workers
saw to be the exploitation of the country by for-

eign interests. Arévalo, a nationalist, supported -

these efforts since his governmene, as well as the
revolution, were characierized by their extreme na-
tionalism.

With popular support, the RN's presidential
candidate, Colonel Jacobo Arbenz, won the next
fres and fair elections held in 1950. He continued
and intensified the progressive direction of the
country by concentrating his atiention on the na-
tion's semifeudal ngrlcultu. al structure, He impie-
menad a sweeoing land reform that alienared the

Menchu contmued her famllys campaugn travel-i'._',f’.
- ing and speaklng about the plight of her people She -
"won the 1992 Nobel Peace Prize for her work, and used

ilncludung the death of her famlly

large lundowners and foreign corporations with
landed holdings—especially the UFCO with its
large tracts of uncultivated land. The Constitution
of 1945 declared /at; ﬁmdxo: (large-landed estates)
llegal and had provisions for expropriating large-
landed estates and redxstrxbutmg the land to the
landless. The aim of the land reform was the cre-
ation of a small farmer class that would have suf-
ficient purchasing power for the expansion of the
internal market. Through the creation of this in-
ternal market, national industry would find it prof-
iable to congage in m.muf'.xc‘urxng consumer
goods. The agrarian reform was an important step
roward creating an economically mdcpendenr cap-
walist nation.

During this pc*xod two percent of the popu-
lution owned seventy-four perdear of the procu..
sve land. The democratic movement lod o the

' the monetary award to estabhsh a. foundatnon to con-
- :.tinue the struggle for human, nghts for indigenous peo-

ple. In 1999 she sued leaders of the Guatemalan gov-
“ernment, in Spanish court for human rights
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growth of the peasant movement and increased de-
mands for land. The government acted by pro-
‘mulgating the Agrarian Reform Law of 1952,
which provided for the expropriation of unculti-
vated lands in excess of 223 acres that would be
distributed to landless peasants. The government
compensated the owners by issuing them twenty-
five-year government bonds. The state also pro-
vided credit and technical assistance to the new
peasant owners in order to increase agriculrural pro-
duction. The Agrarian Reform Law brought the
government into conflict with the UFCO, one of

the largest landowners possessing 550,000 acres.
With only fifteen percent of this land under culti-
vation, it was subject to the provisions of the law.
In 1953 the government expropriated 233,973 acres
of this unused land, which was subsequently in-
creased to 413,573 acres. The government also ex-
propriated the unused lands of native Guatemalan
large landowners. By 1954, one hundred thousand
peasant families had benefited from this law. The
national and foreign landowning slite labeled these
actidqs as “Communiszic” and the U.S. government
in Washingzon, DC, soon agreed.
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~ingzon as U.S. puiicvmukers regarded ¢

as Commun:~=:." ne weak middiv ;!_‘ss n::i:d :Ll-
lies 1 1ts seruwarie against the wraditional ruiess and
" U.S. inzeresss. The workers, an allv of the govern-
ment in this strugyie, incraased their numbers in
. rade unions and demanded higher wages and other
* benefiss. Pressure from the peasants and workers
“pressed the Arbenz government 10 the ieft, which
alicnated the government’s supporers in sectors of
the middle class frightened by the revoiution's rad-
icalization.

In the United Srates, the UFCO had allies in
the U.S. State Department as Secretary of Srate
]onn Fostzr Dulles had worked with the law of-
fices that had drafted the UFCO's agr=ements with
the Guatermalan governmen: during Ubics's ad-
ministration. Allea Duliss, John Foswer Dulles's
brother and the director of the Cenrral Intelligence
Agency {ClA), served as president of the r"-CO.
Ornc. prominent U.S. government insiders, such
as United Nations Ambassador Henry Cabo:
Lodge, owned swock in the UFCO. Also, the
UFCO had lobbied Lodge when he was senator of
Massachusetts, the home base of the UFCO. As
opposition in the United States to Guatemala's ac-
tions incrzased, the stage was ser for U.S. inter-
vention in Guatemala. The U.S. government gave
the CIA a green light to begin the destabilization
of the country—secking to create a siruation chat
would force Arbenz to rusign. Feasing an incer-
vennon rom neighboring couniries, the Arbenz
governmen: sought o acquire arms to protect the
democratic revolution. When the U.S. prevented
arms saies to Guatemala by creating an embargo (a
restriction on trade), Arbenz turned o Poland, a
Soviet ally, which complied with the request for
arms. The U.S. Stte Department used this action
as conclusive proof that Guatemala was in the
Communist camp. Colone! Carlos Castillo Armas,
a Guatemalan army officer chosen by the CIA and
supplied with arms by the United States, used
Honduras as a staging area for an invasion. Castillo
*\:mas——wnh an army of 130 men—invaded Gua-
temala as planes »u-)plu d by the CIA and tlown by
Us. pilots bombarded the capiml ciny with propu-
gnnda fliers and incendiary bombps. The propa-
zanda eforts ware designed to make the invasion
appear 10 have wider support than it did nave and

caused the army 1o 2dbandon ths

”'J\”'"‘m::“., .".‘f‘..a."&'
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feil s Arbenz dud jnwo exie o
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oIovan lnus event un

dominated in Guatemala o

Tre many progressive r21orms unc.:::;'.::: in
the vears rom 19‘-4 10 1934 were rolled back as

e Castillo Armas government, ruling f' rom 1354
undl his assassination in 1937, n:::m;)::;'
resstablish the old order. One of the fisst avtiom:
by the government was the ruturn of che ! ?”’7
properties that had been expropriated. Re epression
soon followed as those who had supported the £re-
vious gove sament—workers, peasants, polisicians,
and others—were arrested as “subversives™ some
were even executed. Custillo Armas repezied the
1945 constitution, centzalized oolitical powe: in ki
and the militany’s hands, r'-n.scd the righs o vou
to more than two-thirds of the populazion und
ovarturnzd the 1947 Labor Code and otke- i2gis
lazion beneficial to workers, peasants, and in .
After Castillo Armas's assassination, another miki-
ary officer, General ngucl Ydigoras Fuunt
governed the country with the same ruchisssness

rnen

from 1958 10 1943.

Mhlitary Governments and Civil War
(1960—96)

In 1959 the Cuban Revoluuon gave hoo: ]
many in Latin Amenca and conmbuted to the rise
of guerrila movements in the region. The Grazz-
rnal:m Left had come 1o the realization thar shecs
could not be a political solution to the crisis in the
country since it had been excluded from the poiiz-
ical process by the military yovernmenz, In 1960 2
group of eformist army officers atiempied 2 oup
against Ydigoras that failed; many of the rebels
were caprured or killed in the ﬁc g Those of-
ficers who escaped organized the first of several
guerrilla groups that operated in the country for the
next thirty-six years, the Revolutionary -‘..:m:d
Forces (F.m-'-a: Armadas Revolucionarias or FAR)
and the 13th of November Revolutionary \(ow-
ment (Movimiento Revolucionario de 135 dr Nopvi-
embre or MR-13). The groups attempred 1o follow
the path of the Cuban Revolution by adopung a
gu:.rrdh war strategy. The United Staces, @ .M.mngr a

repeat of Cuba, supported the subsequen: Gua
malan military governments by increasing U3, ::‘.12-
itary aid, which widened the condlicr.

3

The continued reprzssion of the populace by
successive milituy governments contributed 1o the

-—ie L

growing polurization of Guatermulan socizny De-
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killing of a group based on ethnicity—because of
acrions such as the 1968 Zacapa campaign whege A7
an esumated ten thousand civilians were massacreg R
in order to defeat the FAR. The repression fron e
this period proved effective as the armed guerrly, S8
movement was almost wiped out because it lost jes 3%
rurad buse. From 1966 to 1970 a brief civilian - :
terim, with the milicary still in effective concrol, 3
reigned untl Colonel Carlos Manuel Arypg 3

Osorio, known us “the Butcher of Zacapa,” became P

president from 1970 to 1974.

L]
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In the 1970s, as the military ruled openly
again, the guerrilla movement regrouped and new -4
organizations emerged: the Guerrilla Army of the
Poor (Eyército’ Guerillero de los Pobres or EGP) and
the Organization of People in Arms (Organizacin
Revolucionaria del Pueblo en Armas or ORPA). ;
During the 1970s the United States continued to -

* provide economic and military aid to successive
military governments. The massacre of Mayan
-Indian villagers continued in the countryside.
‘Amidst this terror, the Guatemalan economy grew
under military supervision as it launched develop-
mental programs that provided the military inde-
pendent financial resources. Arana appointed
General Eugenio Kjell Laugerud Garcia as his
successor, and he ruled from 1974 wo 1978. Some
of the repression lessened during this administra-
tion, but subsequenty increased as the guerrilla
movement gained ip strength in the late 1970s.
Heightened military repression and genocide
against Mayan Indian villages characterized the
‘administrations of General Fernando Romeo
Lucas Garcia (1978-82), General Efrain Rios
Montt (1982-83) and General Oscar Humberto
Mejia Victores (1983-86).

VILLAGERS WATCH FORENSIC ANTHROPPLOGIST
FRANCISCO DE LEON EXHUME SKELETAL REMAINS AS

The Lucas government dealt brutally with all
PART OF AN ANALYSIS OF A MASSACRE PERPETRATED

BY REBEL FORCES IN THE 36-YEAR GUATEMALAN
CIVIL WAR. (AP/Wide World Photos. Reproduced by
permussion. )

nween an exweme left faction and nght faction with
no political center. This polarization contributed to
the rise of right-wing death squads, such as the
White Hand (Mane Blunca) that operated in the
country, sspecially in the urban areas, against both
reformists and leftisis. In the countryside, the
countzr-insurgency campaign was especially brueal
as the army, aided by police foress and irregular
paramilitary grouos {zrouss not officially affiliared
with the militan, wagsd 2 war agunst the indige-
nous population. This war h

o . . '
<l < - - |
LATredreseninyg the Taann

whom dared oppose its rule. Death squad activities
inc;cnscd aganst union leaders, university profes-
sors, students, and others considered a threat to the
government. Many of these individuals were either
assassinated or “disappeared” (a term used through-
out Central and South America for people who
were taken by the military or paramilitary and aever
seen again). The FAR, which had staged 2 come-
back since the repression of the late 1960s, and
ORPA enjoyed considerable popular support in the
counzrvside among the peasants and Indians. In re-
sponse, the military stzpped up its counterinsur-
gency actvities in the countryside. The Pezasant
Unity Commutrze [Comizd de Unidud Campesing ot
CUC;) erganized in the couniryside. To protest the
forced abducton of Indian bovs and mer. int:

v and’.the genocids occurning in the

ciC S R,
— . memcers an
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: Janan Lne army ang

muasacred Al of the oezupanss except fur the
- amnbassador and a CUC survivor, o Mavan
wrTv-soven peopie died in the ariack, in-
- thrzz Spansh nationals. As the ambassudor
:he eountry, the lone survivor was dragged Som
qesminl Ded by the searer oolics, tornured, and

n:s pody durzped on the university campus.

The 1¥80s =cenomic crisis exacerbated the po-
huca crian in Guaternala as the military ruless’
nundling 07 the sconumy came under increasing at-
_tacks Dy the business community. A military coup
by young officers brought Rios Monit to power
with the promise that he would pave the way for
; democracy and a return to civilian rule. Repression
" by death squads in the city lessened under Rios
" Monit, 2 fundumentalist Protestant,” but it in-
creased sharply in the countryside as entire Indian
communities were relocated or destroyed through
extreme violence as part of the military’s coun-
terinsurgency strategy. These actions forced the
Indian villagers off their land and many were force
into exile in Mexico and the United States as
refugees. The director Grezory Nava caprured this
period in his reature film £/ Norse (1983), which
presented the plight of 2 brother and sister secking
rzfuge in the Unired States as a result of a milizary
massacre of their village. Increasingly isolated from
the international commurity as a resuit of the ex-
reme brutalicy of the regime, reformist military of-
ficers ousted Rios Mont, who had filed to keep
nis promises, and replaced him with Mejia
Viczores. The cransition to democracy began under
his administration although the political repression
and counterinsurgzncy campaign contnued. In
1984 2 constituent assembly was elected and the
constitunion rewritien in order to pave the way for
elections. In 1985 national elections were heid and
the Christian Democrat candidate Vinicio Cerezo
Arévalo won the clection—the first civilian presi-
dent elected in genuine slections after thirty years
of military nule. Cerezo's administration {1986-91)
did not bring an end to the civil war, which con-
tinued under the admunistrations of Jorge Serrano
Elias (1991-93) and Ramiro de Leén Carpio
(1993~96).

RECENT HISTORY AND
THE FUTURE

The guersilla forzes, unitad as the Guaternaian
Nationai Revolutionary Union (LUnisn Rzvoiucio-
naria Nucicnal Guaeemalszca or URNG;, realized
thar an armed victory was impossible, so it began
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el war As long as the Coid War ané corn-
facae Central America continued, howeves, this
aegotined sextlement was impossible. The fll of
the Sovier Union in 1991 and the end of :ne
Cenzral American conflic: by 1992 contributed =2
talks with the civilian government thar led o he
signing of peacs accords in 1996 under the admin-
istration of Alvaro Arzi Irigoyen (1996=-2G00U .
bringing an ¢nd to Guatemala’s thirty-six-year civi]
war and initiating a new period of respect for hu-
man rights. The 1999 report by the Guatemaian
Commission for Historical Clarification (CEi!
estimated that two hundred thousand peopic,
mostly Indians, were killed or disappeared during
the conflict. Government forces were responsidic
for ninety-three percent of the atrocities while the
URNG was blamed for three percent, leaving four
percent of the case unresolved. The report laid he
blame squarely on the Uriited States for prolong-
ing the war by supporting the Guatemalan mili-
tary. In March 1999, U.S. president Bill Clinton
apologized for United States complicity in these
genocidal crimes.

of the &

Born in 1959, five years after the CIA coup,
Rigoberta Menchu, a Quiché Indian woman, rep-
resented the human face of the Mayan Indian pop-
ulation that had been brutally repressed during the
civil war. The genocide against the Indians touchzd
her personally as she witnessed the slaughter of
family members, including her brother, mot:
and her father, Vicente Menchi, who lost his lif=
during the Spanish embassy massacre. Leaving the
country in 1980, she worked to expose the crimes
of the successive military governments against the
Mayan people. Her autobiography, I, Rigosur:a
Menchi, became a popular account of her life and
how itintertwined with the brutal dictatorships and
repression that her people suffered. Translated inco
numerous languages, it came under question :n
1999 by U.S. anthropologist David Stoll in his
book Rigoderza Menchii and the Story of All Psor
Guatemalans, who questioned specifics contained in
her account. Despire this, for her efforts on behalf
of social justicz and the search for peace in
Guatemala, she was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize
in 1992,

v

Influenced by the earlier case against Chiie's
ex-diczator Augusto Pinochet—when in 1998 4
Spanish magisiraze decided to put him on trial Tor
murder, torrure, and genocide—Menchi alse de-
cided 1o use the Spanish courts since she did not
delieve she could ger justics in Guatemalan courts.

Her 1999 lawsuir against eight Guatemalans
threz former presidents (Lucas Garcia, Rios Mont:
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and Mejia Victores), three military officers (Gen-
eral Angel Anibal Guevara Rodriguez, ex-Minister
of Defense; General Benedicto Lucas Garcia, ex-
army Chief of Staff, Colonel German Chupina
Barahona, ex-chief of the Narional Police), and two
civilians (Donaldo Alvarez Ruiz, governance min-
ister during the Lucas Garcia administration; Pedro
Garcia Arredondo, ex-chief of the National Police's
6th Command under Lucas Garcia)—was for al-
leged crimes of genocide, state terrorism, and tor-
ture. In particular, she based her charges on three
specific cases: the Spanish embassy massacre, the
murder of four Spanish priests—Faustino Villa-
nueva, José Maria Gran Cirera, Juan Fernandez and
Carlos Pérez Alonzo, and the torture and murder
of other members of Menchi's family, including
her mother. For her efforts she has been branded
a traitor and has received death threats. :
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