Mr. Beckett
Dr. Strangelove Movie

Plot Summary for 
Dr. Strangelove or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying and Love the Bomb (1964) 
U.S. Air Force Colonel Jack Ripper goes completely and utterly mad, and sends his bomber wing to destroy the U.S.S.R. He suspects that the communists are conspiring to pollute the "precious bodily fluids" of the American people. The U.S. president meets with his advisors, where the Soviet ambassador tells him that if the U.S.S.R. is hit by nuclear weapons, it will trigger a "Doomsday Machine" which will destroy all plant and animal life on Earth. Peter Sellers portrays the three men who might avert this tragedy: British Group Captain Lionel Mandrake, the only person with access to the demented Gen. Ripper; U.S. President Merkin Muffley, whose best attempts to divert disaster depend on placating a drunken Soviet Permier and the former Nazi genius Dr. Strangelove, who concludes that "such a device would not be a practical deterrent for reasons which at this moment must be all too obvious". Will the bombers be stopped in time, or will General Jack Ripper succeed in destroying the world?

Main Players

Professor Groeteschele – Advisor to the Armed Forces about war
General 'Buck' Turgidson – Hard-line anti-communist U.S. general

Brig. Gen. Jack D. Ripper – SAC (Strategic Air Command) general who goes insane, and orders his bomber wing to attack targets inside the Soviet Union

Group Captain (G/C) Lionel Mandrake – Gen. Ripper’s Executive Officer (2nd in command).  He is here on an “Officers Exchange Program” with England.  Kinda like a foreign student exchange program.

Maj. T.J. 'King' Kong – Pilot of one of the B-52 bombers sent to attack the U.S.S.R.

Alexi de Sadesky – Russian Ambassador to the United States

Soviet Premier Dmitri Kissof – Half drunk leader of the Soviet Union
Dr. Strangelove aka “Merkwerdichliebe” – Head of weapons research in the U.S.  He used to be a Nazi before immigrating to the U.S. 

Key Themes 

New Look – Eisenhower created this program, increasing the total number of nuclear bombers and nuclear bombs.  

SAC – Strategic Air Command – coordinates all nuclear bomber attacks.

Massive Retaliation – War theory stating if the U.S. or U.S.S.R. is attacked, their country will retaliate with much greater force.

MAD – Mutual Assured Destruction – If both sides get into a “shooting war”, it is the belief neither side will survive.  

Other Tidbits

Chain of command – note who orders a nuclear strike and why.  Policies are realistic and were conceived by the U.S. government in the 50’s.  

Paranoia – Fear of Soviet attack propels the U.S. into this “new look” age.  

Communication – Whole shebang begins and ends because of miscommunication.

Assignment 

You are responsible for a one-page, single-spaced, 12 point -- look, just don’t mess with the default settings, okay? – review of the movie.  Let’s do this.  5 hour energy drink?  That guy in the commercial is…uh…dorky.  
1. What are the lessons to be learned from a movie depicting such a scenario?  What mistakes, human and machine, began the destructive events?  Does nuclear preparedness increase or decrease the dangers of nuclear war?  Are the U.S. and U.S.S.R too prepared for nuclear war?  Why or why not for all of the above questions.  Be sure to include some elements from the movie.  In a nutshell: do you side with the President of the United States, or do you side with Professor Groeteschele (Walter Matthau)?  
2. Incorporate the above terms in your review.
3. Due by the end of the hour.
By the way, megaton refers to the explosive power of 1,000,000 metric tons of dynamite.  A 20 megaton bomb = 800,000,000 pound bomb.
