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THE COLONIAL ERA

The climactic conflict finally came in Boston the night of March 5,
1770. 1t was a chilly moonlit evening with a foot of packed snow on
the ground. Down King Strect, Private Hugh White of the Twenty-
ainth British Regiment walked his solitary post. As Private White
stood near his sentry box a group of rowdies jeered at him until he
jost his temper and knocked one of them down with his musket butt.
The commotion drew a crowd. White became a target for snowballs,
chunks of ice, and lumps of coal. Frightened, he hurried to the
Customs House. He found the door locked as the surging crowd
shouted, “Kill him, kill him!"

The crowd threatened to overcome the lone redcoat. Captain
Thomas Preston, officer in charge, heard the uproar and led a relief
party of seven soldiers 1o the rescue. At bayonel point Preston’s
group forced its way through the throng Lo reach White. Forming a
linc alongside White, the soldiers were showered with flying objects,
catcalls, and launts.

Some of the soldiers’ faces were bloodied. One private, clubbed
into the gutter, scrambled to his feet, shouted out, *Damn you, fire!
and pulled the trigger of his musket. The shot hit no one, but the
other soldiers began firing. When the smoke cleared, five men lay
sprawled in the snow, three dead and two others mortally wounded.
I'he stillness was then broken by the thud and rattle of rammers as the
soldiers loaded their guns once again. Captain Preston then ordered
his men to withdraw across the street. The wounded and dead were
carricd away.

Suddenly, all over the city, bells began to ring the alarm. Anangry
crowd of men appeared on the streets carrying any weapons they
could find. Cries of “To arms!” echoed through the streets. Governor
Thomas Hutchinson came immediately 10 King Street.

The governor struggled through the throng until he reached the
Srate House. He appeared on the balcony, facing in the moonlight a
seething, roaring, angry mass that filled the square below. Governor
Hutchinson stood a moment and waited. “Go home,” he said at last.
~Let the law settle this thing! Let the law have its course. 1 myself will
live and die by the law. Let you also keep to this principle. Blood has
been shed: awful work was done this night. Tomorrow there will be
an inquiry.” The crowd slowly dispersed. By three o'clock in the

morning it was over.

Before sunrise a court of inquiry issued warrants for the arrest of "

Captain Preston and the cieht soldiers. They were jailed to await their
p 8 Y J
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trial for murder. Sam Adams, |

: - Sam Adams, eader of the Sons of Libert i

: ;;llrcady dl.lhb[’.(-i lhzf incident the Horrid Massacre, Events ol’thg'nihat:l
ave survived in history as the Boston Massacre. ’
John Adams had heard sounds of violence the night hefore in the

. youM;.ci(;:e:;kl;::]djiu;l bAc::in with Captain Preston in jail. “Why are
] ohn Adams. Breathing hard, Mr. Fores
. A : t begged
zﬁgg‘q?rzlsa_m Léndsinak; Captain Preston's defense. “His life ?sgl:n
i ime r. Forest. “He has no one to d i
_ efend him.
h;{r. Adams, would you consider—will you take his case?” Mr Fo::;t
;:jn;:;ts s;abbcd. The words came out in a rush. He had come Eo John
or two reasons: he could find no other ]
B e - er lawyer to take the
s ams had a reputation for being a fair and decent
Al'll'he implicalion.s of the decision facing John Adams staggered him
2 ztl?ler Ia_w};:ers in the city had refused to defend Captain Preston o;
er eight soldiers. They feared for their own lives if i
. ; nlivesif it b
: {)ht::b:i::};I;all they \;'r;]rc defending the redcoats. John Adams pn:::rr;l;
_ rtance of having due process of law and i ial justice i
the colonies. He expected that this tri S
; pecet 1s trial would prove as import
g cas\:ral'sk!lad been tried in any court of any country in the wpnrl;dam ’
s ,b a h:_ng ’homc to dinner that night John Adams was thin.king
i:ug:tt a;zd‘:;::l:lda.l A group of Sons of Liberty stopped him on the
im against defending “those murderers.” ]
i ‘ s." T
= 3;(1!1;353 loy;al tfo the Crown) in Boston urged him to take the case “;?::
= Tories out of ten,” John told Abigail gloomily, * i '
; . y, “are convinced | have
wscome over to their side.” H i
L ." He was greatly disturbed at the thought th
s:2ehis own friends, the liberty i hewibe
s © ; . group, would scorn him and that
S g_yal‘l]sts would regard him a hero if he decided to take the ca:c the
N ohn l?arned that Gow:rcrnor Hutchinson was determined shr;)uld
.l_;;y convict, to urge a Klqg‘s pardon for all eight men. On the other
"Bii" John Adams skill might actually persuade the jury to bring a
qulctl of not guilty. The governor preferred a verdict of not guilty to
; _ _yzu]%ar:cn:i.egt.;o:: A(liam? took the case, he wondered whether
T - a loyalist sympathiz i iddi
‘mg o e ympathizer doing the bidding of

% %:t;e::éxll{c hur.rlcd home concerned about the safety of his family

B morning he was met at his law offi .

B \ : ice by a stranger named

5; Jamcs_ Forest, a loyalist and friend of the accused Br't’gl ﬂ"mc
Captain Preston. e o
3

]
A




" epard, Juck. The Adan{s Chronicles. Boston: Little, Brown,
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showed him two rocks she had picked up in the room. It was clear to
John that if he accepted the case, his house and family would be
placed in jeopardy. |

The case would be difficult to win. It soon became known that of
the 96 witnesses prepared to testify, 94 made it appear that the fault
lay cntirely with the soldiers.

It would take a defense lawyer a great deal of time to prepare to
challenge their testimony. If John took the case, the months before

the trial would be w:holly taken up in preparation. The trial itsell
would last a long tinic. John feared bankruptey if all his time were
taken up with this trial. Little time would be left for other legal work
and the handsome fees collected for it. Clearly, accepting the case
would require financial sacrifice for John Adams.

John Adams wantéd to make an honest fortune for himself and his
family, to improve his small farm, and to educate his children. Were
he to take on the har:assing job of defending the redcoats he would be
taking a different course. Besides, his family had special need of him
at home these days. |

Another thought accurred to John. In the back of his mind he had
considered a career ln politics. What chance would he have of being
elected to the legislature if he accepted the unpopular job of defending
the British soldiers? |

England certainly)

and perhaps all Europe, would be watching the
irial. John said to his friend Josiah Quincy, “It will serve our enemies
well if we publish proof that the people’s cause in America is led by a
mere mob, a riotous and irresponsible waterfront rabble.”

If John Adams took the case, most townspeople would think he was-
Yet, were the British not:

trying to screen murderers from justice.
entitled 1o be defended against the charge of murder? John Adams
struggled to reach a decision.

The major sources for this: slory were:

Adams, John Quincy, nm.‘ Adams, Charles Francis. The Life
3. B, Lippincott, 1471, .
Bowen, Cutherine. Johut Adums and the American Revolution. Boston: Little, Brown, 1950.
wssell, Francis. Adams, An American Dynasty. New York: American Heritage, 1976,
1975. !

of John Adams. Philudelph

~

~
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ACTIVITIES FOR "DEFENDING THE REDCOATS"

Answer all questions on a separate sheet of paper
Historical Understanding

Answer briefly:

I. i i i
What did the Writs of Assistance, the Sugar Act, the Stamp Ac
and the Townshend Taxes all have in common? ‘ D

3. Why were British troops stationed in Boston?

;4. What was the Boston Massacre?
- Reviewing the Facts of the Case

Answer briefly:

1. Identify two events that led i :
to viol .
the night of March 5, 1770, olence in Boston on King Street

L

by
i

. Why was John Adams especi
el V pecially concerned is family ;
.': ;' i 6 e B ap et about his family at the

-IWhy did James Forest seek out John Adams to serve as the

.fkfcnsc lawyer for the British soldiers accused of murder?

'Why did Adams think this tri :
parts of the world? nk this trial would draw attention in other

i
0lyzing Ethical Issues

) jlere 1s agreement on the answer to some questions. For other
_}uons lthcrc is disagreement about the answer. W:; call these
;lpn.s issues. Issues can be categorized as factual or ethical ;\-
Ll,;gl issue asks'whcthcr something is truc or false accur'slc‘ or
1 }'atc. .An cthlcal.issue asks whether something is rif;ht or \:.rron 1
3 vunfair, Factual issues ask what is; ethical issues ask what uug;-:;
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restions decide whether the issuc 1S

For cach of the lollowing qu
ample:

(actual or ethical, as illustrated in this eXx

During the 17605 did most of the citizens of Boston object to the

Stamp Act?
Was it right for colonial merchants to sm
ing customs duties?

Faciial,

uggle goods into the
| Sthical.

colonies without pay Ethica

i i c
| 1 the British soldicrs were convicted of murder would they b

pardoned by the Crown?

3 Should the colonies have heen granted representatives 1m the

British Parliament!

[ [ ists?
3. Did Captain Preston order his troops to fire on the colon

Were the redcoats acting out of self-defense when they fired into

the crowd?
5. Was it right for Boston merchants to boycott British imports after
the Townshend Tuxes were levied?

6. Was it fair for customs officials to search homes of suspected

smugglers?
7. Did the Sons of Liberty think Joh
British soldiers?

n Adams ought to defend the

8. Did the colonists have a moral obligation to pay part of the costs

of the empire?

Expressing Your Reasoning

1. Should John Adams have acce '
soldiers? State the best reason you have i suppor

> John Adams did accept the case. All eig .
found not guilty of murder. Two of them, however, werc convl

of manslaughter. Suppose John Adams had dccidcq not to take
the case. Which of the {ollowing would have been his best reason

for not taking the case? Explain your thinking.

i Jol -~
during a period when they needed his time and attention.

pted the job of defending the B'ri_tish
t of your position.

ht British soldiers were ;
cted

Faking the case would have required John to neglect his family

i
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b. By accepting the case John would have risked being attacked
by angry townsmen or of having his house vandalized.

c. John would have lost a lot of income by spending so much time
preparing and trying the case.

: d. John might have hurt his political future by becoming known

gy as the lawyer who tried to get the Crown’s soldiers off the hook.

l‘:} ¢. The liberty group in Boston was emerging as the chosen leaders
: of the people. As a faithful member of that group, John ought

not to have done anything to undermine their influence.

f. The troops were in Boston by order of the King and Parliament.
Local citizens considered the soldiers unlawful foreign occu-
piers. The colonists did not consent to have the troops stationed
in the city. Therefore, the soldiers were not entitled to the
protection of the colonial courts, ora lawyer 1o defend them.

¢3. Before the trial began John Adams came to believe that the
soldiers were innocent of the charge of murder. Suppose John had
believed the soldiers were guilty as charged? Should he still have
accepted the case? Why or why not? Write a paragraph expressing
your opinion.

Seeking Additional Information. In making decisions about such
- ‘questions as those above, we often feel we need more information
" hefore we are satisfied with our judgments. Choose one of the
: above questions about which you would want more information
than is presented in the story. What additional information would
.')"bu like? Why would that information help you make a more
satisfactory decision?



