who

was

the
comimon
soldier
of

the

civil
war'?

Carrying everything from knapsack
to canteen, this Confederate looks
ready to march, And march he
would. The typical common scldier
legged hundreds of miles in the
course of the war.

HERE'S WHAT THE STATISTICS TELL US. BY ERIC ETHIER

fiow many foeght Abour 2.75 million soldicrs
fought in the Civil War—2 million for the North and
750,000 for the Souch.

the average seidier According to historian Bell
1. Wiley, who pioneered the study of the Civil War common
z soldier, the average Yank or Reb was a “white, native-born,
§ farmer, protestant. single, berween 18 and 29.” He stood
g about 3 feet 8 inches tall and weighed abour 143 pounds.
- Most soldiers were between the ages of 18 and 39 with an
average age just under 26.
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gmaking é Ei\’iﬂg The majority of soldiers North and

£ South had been farmers before the war. Union rosters contained
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references to more than 300 different careers, including account-
ant, surveyor, locksmith, teacher, carpenter, shoemaker, black-
smith, painter, mason, teamster, and mechanic. Southerners who
had not farmed included carpenters, mechanics, merchants,
machinists, lawyers, teachers, blacksmiths, and dentists.

rifle, carkine, er carROn? 1n the Union army.
80 percent of the men were in the infantry, 14 percent in the
cavalry, and 6 percent i artillery. In the Confederate army,
75 percent of the men served in the mfantry, 20 percent in
the cavaley, and § percent in arullery.

the odds 'ag&imst them o every 10O Feder-

als, 112 were wounded: 150 of every 1,000 Confederates
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wore it A Yankee stood a 1 m 8 chance of dving due tonll-
ness and a |in 18 chance of dying in battle. A Rebel taced a
fm S chance of succumbing to disease and a 1 in § chanee
o dving i combat.

LaRS 360,000 Yankees died—110,000 in bartle and 225,000
ot discase. The South lost 258,000 men—94,000 in barctle
and 164,000 1o disease.

prisorers ¢f war Roughly 211,000 Union soldiers
were captured and imprisoned in the South; 30,000 of them
died there. 214000 Confederates were imprisoned in the North,
and 26,000 of them died.

Why they fought Mcen on both sides were inspired
to hght by patriotism, state pride, the chance for adventure,
or steady pay. Uinion soldiers fought to preserve the Union;
the common Confederate fought to defend his home. Later
i the war, increasing numbers of Yankee soldiers fought to
abolish slavery, if for no other reason than to end the war
guickly. Confederate soidiers sometimes fought because they
feared Union victory would result in a society where black
people were placed on an even footing with whites.

army melting pots The large majority of Givil
War soldiers were native born. Nonetheless, large numbers
of stout-hearted newcomers to the country also voluntecred
1o fight—especially in the North. Nearly one quarter of the
Unmion’s soldiers were immigrants, including 200,000 Ger-
mans; 150,000 Irish; 45,000 English; 15,000 Canadians,

and lesser numbers of French, Norwegians, kalians, Mexicans,
and Poles. Exact figures for the South are skerchy, but tens
of thousands of Irish, Germans, British, French, Canadians,
Dutch, and Austrians entered Confederate ranks.

black tmops By war’s end, African-American
soldiers made up roughly 10 percent of the Union army,
Approximately 179,000 black soldiers wore the blue;
37,000 lost thewr hves. In March 18635, the Confederate
congress authorized the army 1o recruir 300,000 black
troops. Some units were raised, but it was too Jate for them
1o make a difference.

socthing the savage Breast johany Reb
and Billy Yank loved to sing—aon the march, in camp, and
sometimes even in battle. The men in blue favored = Bartle
Cry of Freedom,™ “Red White and Blue,™ “The Star
Spangled Banner.™ and others. The men m gray cherished
“Ihvie,” “Bonnic Blue Flag,™ “Yellow Rosc of Texas,™ and
other songs. Both sides were moved by the hearthreaking
tune “Home Sweet Home.™
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mess time “What breakfast could possibly compare
with this.™ Union Lieutenant Theodore Avrault Dodge wrote
in s journal in 1862—"hard crackers, boiled heef 2 davs
n the haversack) and bologna sausage iditto).™ Officially, the
daily Union ration consisted of 22 ounces of bread and cither
12 ounces of pork or a pound of salted beef. Confederates

were supposed to be supphicd -but seldom were wirky 12
ounces of hacon or 20 ounces of beet rusually salted . dong
with 18 ounces of flour or 20 ounces of corn mea’ or hard
bread. Vegetables such as beans and peas otten provea hard
to come by, especially for the Rebs. Usualiv, Yanices banked
on hardrack and coffee. while therr counterparts tried o uet
by on corn bread and coffve. Men an both sides o what
they could from sutlers or foraging. Coffee and 1obacco were
common cravings.

the wages 8f war Soldier on cach wide inath
carned $11 per month, In June 1864, the Contederacy rased
vach soldier™s pav 1o S18 per month. a sum worth lese and
less as the Contederaie dollar dropped in value. That same
month the Union upgraded ws soldiers” monthly wage 1o S,
Black soldiers were initially paid just SO per month—nunus
the $3 clothing allowance that white troops received. Aner
June 1864, black soldiers who had been free men before the
war were paid the same as whites, bur recently freed slaves
who joined the army’s ranks did not get the raise.

paSSing the time soldiers had o deal with much
boredom. To fill the hours, Yanks and Rebels wrate letter
after letter to familv., friends. and sweethearts, In spite at the
warnings of officers, bouts of drinking and especiaily gam-
bling broke out. Soldiers played checkers, chess, and base-
ball, whittled and carved, and f they were tecling particularly
creative, would even put on plays. Tennessean Sam Watkins
described one winter diversion: *Brigades and divisions were
soon mvolved, and such a scene was never before seen on
carth. Many thousands of men were engaged in a snow ball
hattle.” Both sides read whatever they could get their hands
on: Yankeces favored Frank Lestie's Hhstrated Newspaper,
Harper's Weekly, American Review, and The Atlantic,
Confederates read Southers Hlustrated News, Nowibom
Literary Messenger, and Field and Fireside. Both uies loved
dime novels and the Bible.

dirt and disease Whenever armies remained
settled in camp, sanitary conditions worsened. For starters,
until later in the war, latrines were often built upwind.
Accumulation over time created an unpleasant and unhealthy
environment. Eventually, refuse from cooking and slaugh-
tered animals began to cover the ground. and the Jocal water
source often hecame fouled. Disease spread rapidly.

reﬂigion Both armics clumed to be fighting with God's
hlessing, and religion plaved a big part in the lives of many
soldiers. “Sometimes, a few of the fellows would gather in
praver, while the rest of us fought the guns,™ wrote Confeder-
ate soldier William M. Dame. “Several times...ee met under
fire...we held that praver hour every day, at sunset. during
the entire campaign.” While the staughter and gricf of war
drove some men from their tarth, religions revivals swept
through both armies, claiming thousands of converts. Mot
of the men were Christian, though 7.000 Jews foughr tor
the Union and 3,000 for the South, 600 Jewish soldiers died

in the war. B
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