Mr. Beckett
American History

Columbus Letter or Essay Question.  Choose ONE.
Chapter 1.4

Columbus Letter
Assignment:  Write a ½-1 page letter to Queen Isabella in an old world format – language, style, font, condition of parchment.  

Questions you need to answer in your letter.  Who are you?  Where are you from?  Why do you want to travel to Asia?  What do you hope to find and bring back?  What’s in it for Queen Isabella?  How long do you plan to be gone?  Why should Queen Isabella pay for your risky venture?  

Answer in as lofty, flattering language as possible.

Columbus Essay

Write a one-page reflection paper about whether a national holiday should be named in Columbus’ honor.  Does he deserve prestige for having a vision for exploring and empire builder, or should he receive scorn as a plunderer and enslaver?  Use evidence from the Zinn article and/or Italian-American Pride story, plus other historical evidence in your answer.
