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AMENDMENTS

First Amendment

(1791) Freedom of Religion, Speech, Press,
Assembly, and Petition

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of reli-
gion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people
peaceably to assemble, and to petition the government for a
redress of grievances.

Second Amendment

(1791) Bearing Arms

A well-regulated militia being necessary to the security of a
free state, the right of the people to keep and bear arms shall
not be infringed.

Third Amendment

(1791) Quartering of Troops

No soldier shall, in time of peace, be quartered in any house,
without the consent of the owner; nor in time of war, but in a
manner to be prescribed by law,

Thomas Fitzsimons

Gouverneur Morris

|

|
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William Blount
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John Rutledge
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Charles Pinckney
Pierce Butler

GEORGIA
William Few
Abraham Baldwin

First Amendment The First Amendment protects five
basic rights: freedom of religion, speech, the press, assem-
bly, and petition. Congress cannot set up an established, or
official, church or religion for the nation. During the colonial
period, most colonies had established churches. However,
the authors of the First Amendment wanted to keep gov-
ernment and religion separate.

Congress may not abridge, or limit, the freedom to
speak and write freely. The government may not censor, or
review, books and newspapers before they are printed.
This amendment also protects the right to assemble, or
hold public meetings. Petition means ask. Redress means
to correct. Grievances are wrongs, The people have the
right to ask the government for wrongs to be corrected.

Second Amendment State militia, such as the National
Guard, have the right to bear arms, or keep weapons.
Courts have generally ruled that the government can regu-
late the ownership of guns by private citizens.

Third Amendment During the colonial period, the British
quartered, or housed, soldiers in private homes without
the permission of the owners, This amendment limits the
government’s right to use private homes to house soldiers.
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CONMMENTARY

Fourth Amendment This amendment protects Americans
from unreasonable searches and seizures. Search and
seizure are permitted only if a judge has issued a warrant,
or written court order. A warrant is issued only if there is
probable cause. This means an officer must show that it is
probable, or likely, that the search will produce evidence of
a crime. A search warrant must name the exact place to be
searched and the things to be seized.

In some cases, courts have ruled that searches can
take place without a warrant. For example, police may
search a person who is under arrest.

Fifth Amendment This amendment protects the rights of
the accused. Capital crimes are those that can be pun-
ished with death. Infamous crimes are those that can be
punished with prison or loss of rights. The federal govern-
ment must obtain an indictment, or formal accusation,
from a grand jury to prosecute anyone for such crimes. A
grand jury is a panel of between 12 and 23 citizens who
decide if the government has enough evidence to justify a
trial. This procedure prevents the government from prose-
cuting people with little or no evidence of guilt. (Soldiers
and the militia in wartime are not covered by this rule.)

Double jeopardy is forbidden by this amendment. This
means that a person cannot be tried twice for the same
crime, However, if a court sets aside a conviction because
of a legal error, the accused can be tried again. A person on
trial cannot be forced to festify, or give evidence, against
himself or herself. A person accused of a crime is entitled
to due process of law, or a fair hearing or frial.

Finally, the government cannot seize private property
for public use without paying the owner a fair price for it.

Sixth Amendment In criminal cases, the jury must be
impartial, or not favor either side. The accused is guaran-
teed the right to a trial by jury. The trial must be speedy. If
the government purposely postpones the ftrial so that it
becomes hard for the person to get a fair hearing, the
charge may be dismissed. The accused must be told the
charges against him or her and be allowed to question
prosecution witnesses. Witnesses who can help the
accused can be ordered to appear in court.

The accused must be allowed a lawyer. Since 1942, the
federal government has been required to provide a lawyer
if the accused cannot afford one. In 1963, the Supreme
Court decided that states must also provide lawyers for a
defendant too poor to pay for one.

164 THE CONSTITUTION

|

CONSTITUTION

Fourth Amendment
(1791) Searches and Seizures

The right of the people to be secure in their persons, houses,
papers, and effects, against unreasonable searches and seizures,
shall not be violated, and no warrants shall issue, but upon
probable cause, supported by oath or affirmation, and particu-
larly describing the place to be searched, and the persons or
things to be seized.

Fifth Amendment
(1791) Criminal Proceedings; Due Process;
Eminent Domain

No person shall be held to answer for a capital, or otherwise infa-
mous, crime, unless on a presentment or indictment of a grand
jury, except in cases arising in the land or naval forces, or in the
militia, when in actual service in time of war or public danger;
nor shall any person be subject for the same offense to be twice
put in jeopardy of life and limb; nor shall be compelled, in any
criminal case, to be a witness against himself; nor be deprived of
life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor shall pri-
vate property be taken for public use, without just compensation.

Sixth Amendment

(1791) Criminal Proceedings

In all criminal prosecutions, the accused shall enjoy the right to
a speedy and public trial, by an impartial jury of the state and
district wherein the crime shall have been committed, which
district shall have been previously ascertained by law, and to be
informed of the nature and cause of the accusation; to be con-
fronted with the witnesses against him; to have compulsory
process for obtaining witnesses in his favor, and to have the
assistance of counsel for his defense,
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Seventh Amendment

(1791) Civil Trials

In suits at common law, where the value in controversy shall
exceed twenty dollars, the right of trial by jury shall be pre-
served, and no fact tried by a jury shall be otherwise re-exam-
ined in any court of the United States, than according to the
rules of the common law.

Eighth Amendment
(1791) Punishment for Crimes

Excessive bail shall not be required, nor excessive fines
imposed, nor cruel and unusual punishments inflicted.

Ninth Amendment
(1791) Unenumerated Rights

The enumeration in the Constitution, of certain rights, shall
not be construed to deny or disparage others retained by the
people.

Tenth Amendment
(1791) Powers Reserved to the States

The powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitu-
tion, nor prohibited by it to the states, are reserved to the states
respectively, or to the people.

Eleventh Amendment
(1798) Suits Against States

The judicial power of the United States shall not be construed
to extend to any suit in law or equity, commenced or prose-
cuted against one of the United States by citizens of another
state, or by citizens or subjects of any foreign state.

Twelfth Amendment
(1804) Election of President and Vice President

The electors shall meet in their respective states, and vote by bal-
lot for President and Vice President, one of whom, at least, shall
not be an inhabitant of the same state with themselves; they shall
name in their ballots the person voted for as President, and in
distinct ballots the person voted for as Vice President, and they
shall make distinct lists of all persons voted for as President, and
of all persons voted for as Vice President, and of the number of
votes for each, which lists they shall sign and certify, and trans-
mit sealed to the seat of the government of the United States,
directed to the president of the Senate; the president of the Sen-
ate shall, in the presence of the Senate and the House of Repre-
sentatives, open all the certificates and the votes shall then be
counted;—the person having the greatest number of votes for

COMMENTARY

Seventh Amendment Common law refers to rules of law
established by judges in past cases. This amendment
guarantees the right to a jury trial in lawsuits where the
sum of money at stake is more than $20. An appeals court
cannot change a verdict because it disagrees with the
decision of the jury. It can set aside a verdict only if legal
errors made the trial unfair.

Eighth Amendment Bail is money the accused leaves
with the court as a pledge that he or she will appear for
trial. If the accused does not appear for frial, the court
keeps the money. Excessive means too high. This amend-
ment forbids courts to set unreasonably high bail. The
amount of bail usually depends on the seriousness of the
charge and whether the accused is likely to appear for the
trial. The amendment also forbids cruel and unusual pun-
ishments such as mental and physical abuse.

Ninth Amendment The people have rights that are not
listed in the Constitution. This amendment was added
because some people feared that the Bill of Rights would
be used to limit rights to those actually listed.

Tenth Amendment This amendment limits the power of
the federal government. Powers not given to the federal
government belong to the states. The powers reserved to
the states are not listed in the Constitution,

Eleventh Amendment This amendment changed part of
Article 3, Section 2, Clause 1. As a result, a private citizen
from one state cannot sue the government of another state
in federal court. However, a citizen can sue a state govern-
ment in a state court.

Twelfth Amendment This amendment changed the way
the electoral college voted. Before the amendment was
adopted, each elector simply voted for two people. The can-
didate with the most votes became President. The runner-
up became Vice President. In 1800, however, a tie vote
resulted between Thomas Jefferson and Aaron Burr.

In such a case, the Constitution required the House of
Representatives to elect the President. Federalists had a
majority in the House. They tried to keep Jefferson out of
office by voting for Burr. It took 35 ballots in the House
before Jefferson was elected President.

To keep this from happening again, the Twelfth Amend-
ment was passed and ratified in time for the election of 1804.
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COMMENTARY

This amendment provides that each elector choose one
candidate for President and one candidate for Vice Presi-
dent. If no candidate for President receives a majority of
electoral votes, the House of Representatives chooses the
President. If no candidate for Vice President receives a
majority, the Senate elects the Vice President. The Vice
President must be a person who is eligible to be President.

This system is still in use today. However, it is possible
for a candidate to win the popular vote and lose in the elec-
toral college. This happened in 1876.

Thirteenth Amendment The Emancipation Proclamation
(1863) freed slaves only in areas controlled by the Confed-
eracy. This amendment freed all slaves. It also forbids
involuntary servitude, or labor done against one’s will.
However, it does not prevent prison wardens from making
prisoners work. Congress can pass laws to carry out this
amendment.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 1 This section defines
citizenship for the first time in the Constitution, and it extends
citizenship to blacks. It also prohibits states from denying the
rights and privileges of citizenship to any citizen. This section
also forbids states to deny due process of law.

Section 1 guarantees all citizens “equal protection
under the law.” For a long time, however, the Fourteenth
Amendment did not protect blacks from  discrimination.
After Reconstruction, separate facilities for blacks and
whites sprang up. In 1954, the Supreme Court ruled that
separate facilities for blacks and whites were by their
nature unequal. This ruling, in the case of Brown v. Board
of Education, made school segregation illegal.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 2 This section replaced
the three-fifths clause. It provides that representation in the
House of Representatives is decided on the basis of the
number of people in the state. It also provides that states
which deny the vote to male citizens over age 21 will be
punished by losing part of their representation in the
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President shall be the President, if such number be a majority of
the whole number of electors appointed; and if no person have
such a majority, then from the persons having the highest num-
bers not exceeding three on the list of those voted for as Presi-
dent, the House of Representatives shall choose immediately, by
ballot, the President. But in choosing the President, the votes
shall be taken by states, the representation from each state hav-
ing one vote; a quorum for this purpose shall consist of a mem-
ber or members from two thirds of the states, and a majority of
all the states shall be necessary to a choice. And if the House of
Representatives shall not choose a President whenever the right
of choice shall devolve upon them, befere—the—fourth-dey—of
Mareh-next-fellowing then the Vice President, shall act as Pres-
ident, as in the case of the death or other constitutional disabil-
ity of the President.—The person having the greatest number of
votes as Vice President, shall be the Vice President, if such num-
ber be a majority of the whole number of electors appointed,
and if no person have a majority, then from the two highest
numbers on the list, the Senate shall choose the Vice President;
a quorum for the purpose shall consist of two thirds of the whole
number of senators, and a majority of the whole number shall
be necessary to a choice. But no person constitutionally ineligi-
ble to the office of President shall be eligible to that of Vice Pres-
ident of the United States.

Thirteenth Amendment
(1865) Slavery and Involuntary Servitude

Section 1. Outlawing Slavery Neither slavery nor involuntary
servitude, except as a punishment for crime whereof the party
shall have been duly convicted, shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject to their jurisdiction.

Section 2. Enforcement Congress shall have power to enforce
this article by appropriate legislation.

Fourteenth Amendment
(1868) Rights of Citizens

Section 1. Citizenship All persons born or naturalized in the
United States, and subject to the jurisdiction thereof, are citi-
zens of the United States and of the state wherein they reside.
No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor
shall any state deprive any person of life, liberty, or property,
without due process of law; nor deny to any person within its
jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2, Apportionment of Representatives Representa-
tives shall be apportioned among the several states according
to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of
persons in each state, excluding Indians not taxed. But when
the right to vote at any election for the choice of electors for
President and Vice President of the United States, representa-
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tives in Congress, the executive and judicial officers of a state,

or the members of the legislature thereof, is denied to any of |
the male inhabitants of such state, being twenty-one years of |

age, and citizens of the United States, or in any way abridged,
except for participation in rebellion, or other crime, the basis
of representation therein shall be reduced in the proportion
which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such state.

Section 3. Former Confederate Officials No person shall be a
senator or representative in Congress, or elector of President
and Vice President, or hold any office, civil or military, under
the United States, or under any state, who, having previously
taken an oath, as a member of Congress, or as an officer of the
United States, or as a member of any state legislature, or as an
executive or judicial officer of any state, to support the Consti-
tution of the United States, shall have engaged in insurrection
or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the

enemies thereof. But Congress may, by a vote of two thirds of |

each house, remove such disability.

Section 4. Public Debt The validity of the public debt of the
United States, authorized by law, including debts incurred for
payment of pensions and bounties for services in suppressing
nsurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither
t re United States nor any state shall assume or pay any debt or
ol ligation incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against

the United States, or any claim for the loss or emancipation of |

any slave; but all such debts, obligations and claims shall be
held illegal and void.

Section 5. Enforcement The Congress shall have power to
enforce, by appropriate legislation, the provisions of this article.

Fifteenth Amendment
(1870) Right to Vote—Race, Color, Servitude

Section 1. Extending the Right to Vote The right of citizens of

the United States to vote shall not be denied or abridged by the
United States or by any state on account of race, color, or pre-
vious condition of servitude.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Sixteenth Amendment
(1913) Income Tax

The Congress shall have power to lay and collect taxes on
incomes, from whatever source derived, without apportion-
ment among the several states, and without regard to any cen-
sus or enumeration.

Seventeenth Amendment
(1913) Popular Election of Senators
Section 1. Method of Election The Senate of the United States

shall be composed of two senators from each state, elected by the
people thereof, for six years; and each senator shall have one vote.

CONMMENTARY

House, This provision has never been enforced.

Despite this clause, black citizens were often prevent-
ed from voting. In the 1960s, federal laws were passed to
end voting discrimination.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 3 This section prohibit-
ed people who had been federal or state officials before the
Civil War and who had joined the Confederate cause from
serving again as government officials. In 1872, Congress
restored the rights of former Confederate officials.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 4 This section recog-
nized that the United States must repay its debts from the
Civil War. However, it forbade the repayment of debts of the
Confederacy. This meant that people who had loaned
money to the Confederacy would not be repaid. Also, states
were not allowed to pay former slave owners for the loss
of slaves.

Fourteenth Amendment, Section 5 Congress can pass
laws to carry out this amendment.

Fifteenth Amendment, Section 1 Previous condition of
servitude refers to slavery. This amendment gave blacks,
both former slaves and free blacks, the right to vote. In the
late 1800s, southern states used grandfather clauses, lit-
eracy tests, and poll taxes to keep blacks from voting.

Fifteenth Amendment, Section 2 Congress can pass laws
to carry out this amendment. The Twenty-fourth Amend-
ment barred the use of poll taxes in national elections. The
Voting Rights Act of 1965 gave federal officials the power to
register voters where there was voting discrimination.

Sixteenth Amendment Congress has the power to collect
taxes on people’s income. An income tax can be collected
without regard to a state’s population. This amendment
changed Article 1, Section 9, Clause 4.

Seventeenth Amendment, Section 1 This amendment
replaced Article 1, Section 2, Clause 1. Before it was adopt-
ed, state legislatures chose senators. This amendment

THE CONSTITUTION 167

-
=+
m
0
0
r
)
m
=
C
m
0
r4




1e u13aq [reys Suneaw yons pue ‘eak A13A3 U1 33U ISEI[ I8 3[q
-LUISSE [[BYS SS2IBUOD) A ], SUOISSIS [BUOISSAITUOY) *Z UL

"urdaq uay) [[eys $1085300N8

1191]3 JO SULID) AU} PUE PalLIL U2 10U PBY A ST} JI papua
DARL] P[NOM SULII) YINS YIIYM Ul s1ead 3L Jo ‘Arenue( Jo Lep pe¢
A U0 UOOU 1B SaANEIUAsaIdal pue sIojeuas Jo SuLR) ay) pue
‘Arenuef jo Aep Qg 21 UO UOOU B PUI [[BYS JUSPISAL] 1A
pue JuUapIsaid Yl Jo SWLIA) 3 ], suriay, jo Suruurdag '1 Uo13I§
192]-1u2p1sald

Jo uonyvarfiyynbsicT 10 y1va(T ssaiduo)) Jo
SUO1SSaS SULI], Jo JUUIUIUUI0Y) (EC6T)
JUSWIPUSUTY [JOTJUIM],

‘uonesida) aerdoxdde £q apnue sy
2210Ju3 03 Jamod 2aeY [[eys $$213U07) JUIIIIOFUY ‘T UOIIIAG

*X3$ JO JUN02IE U0 A1e)s Lue £q 10 $218IS
paiun ay) Aq padplLiqe 10 paruap aq 10U [[BYS AJ0A 0] S21e1§ P2
-11Un) 241 Jo suaznid Jo S ay ], 2104 01 IYSnY Ay [, [ UOIIdAS

asv.fing s.uatiop (0Z61)
JUSUIPUIUTY JUIIJIUIN

W—m@g—m&(—maﬁ [oyooy uo I.IL[[. I uouaas
sionbi Sunarxojuy Jo uoiquyold (6161)
JUSUIPULUIY JUIY3I

SELE 9INPID0IJ SNOIIJ JOPU) PAIII[T ISOYL, ‘€ UONIAS

"1P2.41p Aewt 3anye(s13a] A1) sk U002 Aq SaLUEILA )
[y 2doad ayy [nun syuaunurodde Arerodura) ayew 03 joasay)
2A1N29X2 Ay Jamoduwa Leur ajeys Aue Jo arnye(siday ayy e pa
-praoid :sappuedeA Yons [[ij 0 UONDI2 JO SILIM ANSSI [[RYS L)S
ons Jo AJLIOYINE JANNIAXA Y] ‘AIBUSS YY) U 2)BIS UL JO UONE]
-uasaxdar ayy ut uaddey SaDULILA UMY SIIUBILA °T UOIIIAS

'5‘3.{1111?[5!53] 2Jels ay jo 1{3111’!.[(:[ SNOIILINL 1SOW a3 JO S10103)2
10§ 231ismbai suoneoyienb ay) 2Ly [[RYS 21EIS DB U 101032 A ],

NOILNLILSNOD

NOILNLILSNOD 3IHL 891

suifiaq ssaibuo) J0 LOISSAS Mau 8y ‘eak e aouo jses| je
198U 1SNt ssaibuo) g uonaas ‘usLupuaLy Ljajuamy,

‘7 4oy Uo uebaq
201140 10 Stuiia] 8sal) ‘pajdope Sem JusLupusLLe Siu) 8iojeg
e AJENUBP U0 8210 JO Suwa) Jiay) uiBaq ssaibuog Jo siag
-Wa "0z AJBnUEN S| 83140 8Yg} 0} JUaPISald 82IA PUE Juap!
-581d 8Uj} 0} 8]ep 8] | UOJIAS JUSWIPUALLY Ljajuem]

JUBLIPUALLE S|U} N0 ALIED 0] SME|
ssed ueo ssaibuo) g U0NDas ‘juatupually LjuasjaulN

*SU0I}98J@ S]E1S Ul 8]0A 0] UBLLIOM
pamoj[e pey Selels awos ‘0zl oJojag 8joa 0} Jybu
ay) Jo ‘afieyns UOM UBLIOM ‘SNY *X8s JO JUNOJIL U0 BJ0A
0} Jubu 8y} Ausp Ued sjuallLIaAob 8jels Jou juatuuianch
[B1apa) au JaylenN | UoR9as ‘jusiipuawly yjuasjauiN

‘uofeaynel
10} JIW|| 8W(} B 8pNjaUI 0} JUBWPUSLUE 1SI1} 8U} SBM juswl
-puaiuy Luasybig ey 'sieak uaass ulylM panoidde ag o}
PEL JuaLUpUSLLUE S| € UORIaS ‘Jualupuawy yjuasbig

‘JUBWpUBLUE SIY} 83J0jud
0} smej ssed o} Jemod ay) pey juswiulanob [eispa) au)
puB Sajels ey} Lylog Z uopoas ‘jusiupuaiuy yjuasybig

JuaLpusLLe
S|y} ‘pajeoura Jo ‘pajeadal yualWpUaLLY 1Sil-Ruam] au
']91&"] *SaleIS payun 8u) ul sabelaaaq aljoyoaje jo Buipod
-suel) 10 ‘Buijjas ‘BupeLL U} pauueq 'uoniqiold Se umouy
JUBWPUBLWE SIYL | Uopoas ‘juswpuawy yiuasyhig

‘Juswpuswwe siy} Ag paloale
j0u alam sainjesiba) ejels aul Aq pejosie usaq Apealle
PEY OUM SI01BUSS € LO0I}0aS ‘Jualipuatuy Ljuasjuanasg

‘play si uonoaa ue |iun 1ess ey |y o} Jamod Jowsanob
8 anib ued ainjesiba) 81e1s ay 1 ‘1e8s ayl || 0} UOI|8 UB
18pJo JSnLU 81e1s 8} Jo Jowanob ay) ‘JuBIBA SLL0D3( JBaS
8]BUaS B USUM g UOHJ93S ‘Juawipusiuy Ljuasjuanasg

"8]B)S ljoea
J0 ajdoad au Aq pajasje Ajjoalip aie siojeuas Jel} sapiaod

AHVALNININODO

-
L
m
0
)
r4
)
2
=
c
-

0
r




CONSTITUTION

noon on the 3rd day of January, unless they shall by law
appoint a different day.

Section 3. Presidential Succession If, at the time fixed for the
beginning of the term of the President, the President-elect shall
have died, the Vice President-elect shall become President. If a
President shall not have been chosen before the time fixed for
the beginning of his term, or if the President-elect shall have
failed to qualify, then the Vice President-elect shall act as Presi-
dent until a President shall have qualified; and the Congress
may by law provide for the case wherein neither a President-
elect nor a Vice President-elect shall have qualified, declaring
who shall then act as President, or the manner in which one
who is to act shall be selected, and such person shall act accord-
ingly until a President or Vice President shall have qualified.

Section 4. Elections Decided by Congress The Congress may
by law provide for the case of the death of any of the persons
from whom the House of Representatives may choose a Presi-
dent whenever the right of choice shall have devolved upon
them, and for the case of the death of any of the persons from
whom the Senate may choose a Vice President whenever the
right of choice shall have devolved upon them.

Section 5. Date of Implementation Seetenstand2shalltake

thi.' 3 N]‘ ._I A

Section 6. Ratification Period F

Twenty-first Amendment

(1933) Repeal of Prohibition

Section 1. Repeal The eighteenth article of amendment to the
Constitution of the United States is hereby repealed.

Section 2. State Laws The transportation or importation into
any state, territory, or possession of the United States for deliv-
ery or use therein of intoxicating liquors, in violation of the
laws thereof; is hereby prohibited.

Section 3. Ratification Period Fhisartictes

Twenty-second Amendment
(1951) Presidential Tenure

Section 1. Two-Term Limit No person shall be elected to the
office of the President more than twice, and no person who has
held the office of President, or acted as President, for more
than two years of a term to which some other person was elect-

COMMENTARY

on January 3. Before this amendment, members of Con-
gress who had been defeated in November continued to
hold office until the following March. Such members were
known as lame ducks.

Twentieth Amendment, Section 3 If the President-elect
dies before taking office, the Vice President-elect becomes
President. If no President has been chosen by January 20
or if the elected candidate fails to qualify for office, the Vice
President-elect acts as President, but only until a qualified
President is chosen.

Finally, Congress has the power to choose a person to
act as President if neither the President-elect nor Vice
President-elect is qualified to take office.

Twentieth Amendment, Section 4 Congress can pass
laws in cases where a presidential candidate dies while an
election is being decided in the House. Congress has sim-
ilar power in cases where a candidate for Vice President
dies while an election is being decided in the Senate.

Twentieth Amendment, Section 5 Section 5 sets the date
for the amendment to become effective.

Twentieth Amendment, Section 6 Section 6 sets a time
limit for ratification.

Twenty-first Amendment, Section 1 The Eighteenth
Amendment is repealed, making it legal to make and sell
alcoholic beverages. Prohibition ended December 5, 1933.

Twenty-first Amendment, Section 2 Each state was free
to ban the making and selling of alcoholic drink within its
borders. This section makes bringing liquor into a “dry"
state a federal offense.

Twenty-first Amendment, Section 3 Special state con-
ventions were called to ratify this amendment. This is the
only time an amendment was ratified by state conventions
rather than state legislatures.

Twenty-second Amendment, Section 1 Before Franklin
Roosevelt became President, no President served more
than two terms in office. Roosevelt broke with this custom
and was elected to four terms. This amendment provides
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COMMENTARY

that no President may serve more than two terms. A Pres-
ident who has already served more than half of someone
else's term can serve only one more full term. However, the
amendment did not apply to Harry Truman, who had
become President after Franklin Roosevelt's death in 1945.

Twenty-second Amendment, Section 2 A seven-year
time limit is set for ratification.

Twenty-third Amendment, Section 1 This amendment
gives residents of Washington, D.C., the right to vote in
presidential elections. Until this amendment was adopted,
people living in Washington, D.C., could not vote for Presi-
dent because the Constitution had made no provision for
choosing electors from the nation's capital. Washington,
D.C., has three electoral votes.

Twenty-third Amendment, Section 2 Congress can pa. s
laws to carry out this amendment.

Twenty-fourth Amendment, Section 1 A poll taxis a tax
on voters. This amendment bans poll taxes in national elec-
tions. Some states used poll taxes to keep African Ameri-
cans from voting. In 1966, the Supreme Court struck down
poll taxes in state elections, also.

Twenty-fourth Amendment, Section 2 Congress can
pass laws to carry out this amendment.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 1 If the President dies
or resigns, the Vice President becomes President. This sec-
tion clarifies Article 2, Section 1, Clause 6.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 2 When a Vice Presi-
dent takes over the office of President, he or she appoints a
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ed President shall be elected to the office of the President more
than once. s - :

Section 2. Ratification Period s

Twenty-third Amendment
(1961) Presidential Electors for the District of
Columbia

Section 1. Determining the Number of Electors The district
constituting the seat of government of the United States shall
appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President
equal to the whole number of senators and representatives in
Congress to which the district would be entitled if it were a
state, but in no event more than the least populous state; they
shall be in addition to those appointed by the states, but they
shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of Presi-
dent and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a state;
and they shall meet in the district and perform such duties as
provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-fourth Amendment

(1964) Right to Vote in Federal Elections—Tax
Payment

Section 1. Poll Tax Banned The right of citizens of the United
States to vote in any primary or other election for President or
Vice President, for electors for President or Vice President, or
for senator or representative in Congress, shall not be denied
or abridged by the United States or any state by reason of fail-
ure to pay any poll tax or other tax.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have the power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-fifth Amendment

(1967) Presidential Succession, Vice Presidential
Vacancy, Presidential Inability

Section 1, President’s Death or Resignation In case of the
removal of the President from office or of his death or resigna-
tion, the Vice President shall become President.

Section 2. Vacancies in Vice Presidency Whenever there is a
vacancy in the office of the Vice President, the President shall
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nominate a Vice President who shall take office upon confir-
mation by a majority vote of both houses of Congress.

Section 3. Disability of the President Whenever the President
transmits to the president pro tempore of the Senate and the
Speaker of the House of Representatives his written declaration
that he is unable to discharge the powers and duties of his office,
and until he transmits to them a written declaration to the con-
trary, such powers and duties shall be discharged by the Vice
President as acting President.

Section 4. Vice President as Acting President Whenever the
Vice President and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive departments or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit to the President pro tempore of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives their written
declaration that the President is unable to discharge the powers
and duties of his office, the Vice President shall immediately
assume the powers and duties of the office as acting President.

Thereafter, when the President transmits to the president
pro tempore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives his written declaration that no inability exists, he
shall resume the powers and duties of his office unless the Vice
President and a majority of either the principal officers of the
executive department or of such other body as Congress may by
law provide, transmit within four days to the president pro fem-
pore of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives their written declaration that the President is unable to dis-
charge the powers and duties of his office. Thereupon Congress
shall decide the issue, assembling within forty-eight hours for
that purpose if not in session. If the Congress, within twenty-
one days after receipt of the latter written declaration, or, if
Congress is not in session, within twenty-one days after Con-
gress is required to assemble, determines by two thirds vote of
both Houses that the President is unable to discharge the pow-
ers and duties of his office, the Vice President shall continue to
discharge the same as acting President; otherwise, the President
shall resume the powers and duties of his office.

Twenty-sixth Amendment

(1971) Right to Vote—Age

Section 1. Lowering of Voting Age The right of citizens of the
United States, who are eighteen years of age or older, shall not
be denied or abridged by the United States or by any state on
account of age.

Section 2. Enforcement The Congress shall have the power to
enforce this article by appropriate legislation.

Twenty-seventh Amendment

(1992) Congressional Pay

No law, varying the compensation for the services of the sena-
tors and representatives, shall take effect until an election of
representatives shall have intervened.

COMMENTARY

Vice President who must be approved by a majority vote of
both houses of Congress. This section was first applied after
Vice President Spiro Agnew resigned in 1973. President
Richard Nixon appointed Gerald Ford as Vice President.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 3 If the President
declares in writing that he or she is unable to perform the
duties of office, the Vice President serves as acting Presi-
dent until the President recovers.

Twenty-fifth Amendment, Section 4 Two Presidents,
Woodrow Wilson and Dwight Eisenhower, have fallen
gravely ill while in office. The Constitution contained no
provision for this kind of emergency.

Section 3 provided that the President can inform Con-
gress that he or she is too sick to perform the duties of
office. However, if the President is unconscious or refuses
to admit to a disabling illness, Section 4 provides that the
Vice President and Cabinet may declare the President dis-
abled. The Vice President becomes acting President until
the President can return to the duties of office. In case of a
disagreement between the President and the Vice Presi-
dent and Cabinet over the President’s ability to perform the
duties of office, Congress must decide the issue. A two-
thirds vote of both houses is needed to find the President
is disabled or unable to fulfill the duties of office.

Twenty-sixth Amendment, Section 1 In 1970, Congress
passed a law allowing 18-year-olds to vote. However, the
Supreme Court decided that Congress could not set a mini-
mum age for state elections. So this amendment was
passed and ratified.

Twenty-sixth Amendment, Section 2 Congress can pass
laws to carry out this amendment.

Twenty-seventh Amendment |f members of Congress
vote themselves a pay increase, it cannot go into effect
until after the next congressional election. This amendment
was proposed in 1789. In 1992, Michigan became the
thirty-eighth state to ratify it.
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neviewi“ ’ COMPREHENSION: Articles I-II
|
g 1. Name the two bodies that constitute the legislative
III c t-t t_ ' branch.
€ Lonsuuuon :

SUMMARY OF THE CONSTITUTION
The Constitution is the set of fundamental laws of | 3. What powers does Congress have regarding taxes?
the United States. Drafted by the Constitutional Regarding trade?

Convention in 1787, the document was approved
by all thirteen original states by 1790. Twenty-

seven amendments have been added to the Con- | = ] L. ok, i
M iintn : 5. What are the President’s military powers?
stitution since then. ' !

. How are the seats in these two bodies divided
among the states?

1

|

|

| 4. What are the qualifications for President?

6. For what acts may the President be removed from

ARTICLE I. Legislative Branch office?
The Congress constitutes the legislative, or law-
making, branch of the federal government. The 7. Which courts make up the national judicial

Congress consists of the Senate and the House of . branch?
Representatives.

®

How long do federal judges serve in office?

. What kinds of cases do federal courts handle?

ARTICLE Il. Executive Branch ; 9
The President heads the executive branch, which 5
enforces the laws of the federal government.

COMPREHENSION: Articles IV-VIl and

ARTICLE Illl. Judicial Branch A endments

A Supreme Court and other federal courts make |
up the judicial branch, which interprets the laws. | 10. Do states have the power to discriminate against

| citizens of other states? Why or why not?
ARTICLE IV. Relations Among the States |

This article describes states” obligations toward 11. How does the Constitution ensure that fugitives
each other and each other’s residents, procedures | cannot escape prosecution by fleeing from one
for creating new states, and the obligations of the state to another?

federal government toward the states.

._.
¥

Which level of government is responsible for pro-

Ty | tecting the states against foreign invasion?
ARTICLE V. Provisions for Amendment . ecting the states against foreign invasion
This article describes the procedure by which the

sbiield 13. What must happen before Congress can propose
Constitution may be amended.

an amendment to the Constitution?
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ARTICLE VI. National Debts, Supremacy
of National Law, Oath

This article discusses the debts acquired prior to

the Constitution, asserts the supremacy of |

national over state law, and requires oaths of |

state and federal officials.

14. How can the state legislatures propose an amend-
ment to the Constitution?

15. What fraction of the states must approve an
amendment before it becomes law?

16. Which is the supreme law of the land: state or fed-

e s | eral law?
ARTICLE VII. Ratification of Constitution |

This article states that the approval of nine of the 17. What oath must state and federal officials take?
thirteen states was necessary for ratification of |
the Constitution. | 18. Which amendments make up the Bill of Rights?

19

! Which amendment prevents states from denying
AMENDMENTS S | any citizen the “equal protection of the laws”?
The 27 amendments to the Constitution include |
the Bill of Rights (amendments 1-10) plus other | 20. Which amendment changed the minimum voting
amendments on such topics as slavery, women’s j age? What is the minimum voting age?
suffrage, and prohibition. 1

|

!
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ANALYZING POLITICAL CARTOONS
1. This cartoon appeared during Bill Clinton’s

2. Note the scene. (a)

presidential administration. Clinton is the
figure on the left. (a) What does the figure on
the right represent? (b) How do you know?
What activity are the
two figures engaged in? (b) What happens if
one figure lets go of the rope he is holding?
What comment does this cartoon make
on the separation of powers and federal
system of checks and balances?

CRITICAL THINKING

. Recognizing Cause and Effect Which
Article and Section of the Constitution
describe the infamous Three-Fifths
Compromise? Why has that part of the
Constitution been struck out?

2. Identifying Assumptions Why, do you

think, are the qualifications for the Senate
more strict than those for the House?

3. Drawing Conclusions Do the American

voters directly elect the President? Explain
YOUr answer.

4. Expressing Problems Clearly Though the

Constitution limits the terms of Congress
and the President to a specific number of
years, it does not set such a limit for fed-
eral judges. Why do you think this is so?

5. Demonstrating Reasoned Judgment

Restate the First Amendment in your own
words.

6. Making Comparisons Which constitu-
tional amendment do you believe is the
most important? Justify your choice.

ACTIVITIES
1. Organizing a Class Debate Hold a class

debate on the following resolution: Resolved,

that the Constitution be amended to provide
for a single, six-year term of office for the
President, with no eligibility for reelection.
To organize the debate, divide the class into
two equal teams. The debate should begin
with a five-minute presentation by each
team, after which team members are free to
rebut the other team’s arguments.

2. Reporting on Constitutional Issues Find a

current newspaper story that concerns a

Yuu HEED |
MY SUPPORT!

——— NTERNET ACTIDITY =——=00

For your portfolio:
PREPARE A REPORT
Access Prentice Hall’s America: Pathways to the Present site
at www.Pathways.phschool.com for the specific URL to
complete the activity. Additional resources and related
Web sites are also available.

Use the links to find the text of the United States
Constitution and your state’s constitution. Compare the
Preamble of the national Constitution to your state’s.
How do they compare in spirit? In language? Write a
brief report analyzing the similarities and differences
between the two.

constitutional issue, such as an important
court case. Then prepare a five-minute oral
report in which you (a) provide the back-
ground of the issue, (b) describe the out-
come, and (c) analyze the importance of the
issue.

3. Creating a Time Line Connect several sheets
of construction paper end-to-end. Then cre-
ate a time line showing all 27 amendments
to the Constitution. For each amendment,
include the year in which it was ratified and
a brief description of the amendment.
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CHAPTER FOCUS .
VIEWING HISTORY
This chapter describes the period following the ratification of the Constitution, during This 1803 painting credits
which Americans continued to debate how much power the federal government should the federal government
have. Despite this ongoing internal debate, the young nation once again defeated the with the nation's prosperity.
British and continued to expand west. g";egmemt:“w ;ﬂd f’e
ebate over the role o
The Why Study History? page at the end of this chapter explores the role of polit- the federal government
ical parties in the life of the country today. lead to the rise of
political parties?
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